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ABMKI Alg onquian confederacy, centering; in biaine,

Vetromile

says that • 11 tribes who occupy or have occupied the east
or northeast shore of Jorth America, from Virginia, to Mova
Scotia, were Abnaki, but ..aura.ult gives toe following as
tribes of the Abnaki:

Kanibesinnoaks ( ilorridgewock,

part); Patsuikets ( Sokoki,

in

in port); Sokouakiaks ( Sokoki);

Nurhant suaks ( Norridgewock); Pentagoets ( Penobscot);
Etemonkiaks ( Etehimin); Ouarasteqouiaks ( jhalecite).
these tribes spoke substantially the same language.

All

The

greatest difference in dialect being between the Etehimin
and the others.

The Etehimin formed a sub group which

included the Halecite and tee Passamaquoddy,

The Abnaki

customs and beliefs are closely related to the hicrnac, and
their ethnic relations arc with the tribes north of the
St. Lawrence.
The Abnaki village w;.m. situated near the mouth of the
Penobscot River.

From 1604, when Champlain went up that

river to toe vicinity of the present Bangor the Abnaki
were an important factor in the history of P a i n e .

They

occupied the region between the St. Johns River and the
Saco River until their withdrawal to Canada.

Through the

influence of the French missionaries the Abnaki formed a
close attachment for the French, and with them carried on
an almost constant war with the English until the fall of
the French power in America.

Gradually the Abnaki withdrew

to Canada, and settled at St. Francis, near Pierreville, Que.
I

-J

ABNAKI,

c >iit inued

The tribes remaining at their ancient settlement8 are the
Penobscot s, Passamaquoddy, and ivialecite.

Peace was made by

the Penobscots with the English in 1749, at which time their
bounds were fixed.

The last census taken of these tribes

in 1933 show Penobscots 490, Passamaquoddy 5 IS.
The Abnaki seem to have been
and more docile,

more gentle in their manner

than most of the tribes to the best, yet they

were relentless enemies.

They frequently tortured their

prisoners of war, except in the case of females, who generally
were treated with kindness.

They depended upon their skill

in hunting and fishing for most of their food.
maize to some extent, using fish for fertilizer.

They cultivated
The ancient

villages were made of conical shaped huts, or wigwams, covered
with bark, or woven m a t s , occasionally surrounded with palisades.
Each tribe had two chiefs, a civil chief and a war chief;
councils, the grand and the general.

two

The former composed of

chiefs and two men from each family, determined matters of im
portance to the tribe, the latter made up of the entire tribe,

in

cluding males and females, decided questions relating to w a r .
The Abna.ki believe in the immortality of the soul.
have two dieties Kechi Niwaskw, t
the evil -

od, and Mac hi N iwaskw, ski

the more powerful of the two.

buried in graves.

(

They

Their dead are

Bu. of A. Ethnol.)

ACT OF SEPARATION
11The Act of Separation of Maine from Massachusetts proper
id forming the same into a. Separate and Independent state"
passed both the House and Senate and was
Governor

v«\

1 19.

The Indians are referred to

under acotien £ )Vof this a c t , as follows;

" Fifth.

The new State shall, as soon as the necessary

arrangements ceu be made for that purpose, assume end perform
all the duties end obligations of this Commonwealth, towards
the Indians within said District of Maine, whether the same
arise from treaties or otherwise;

and for this purpose,

shall

obtain the assent of said Indians, and their release to this
Commonwealth of claims and stipulations arising under the treaty
at present existing between said Commonwealth

and said Indians;

and as an indemnification to such new State, therefor, this
Commonwealth, when such arrangements shall be completed, and
the said duties and obligations assumed,

shall pay to sa.id new

State, the va.lue of thirty thousand dollars,
following, viz;
and bounds,

in the manner

The said Commissioners shall set off by metes

so much of any part of the land, within the said

District, falling- to this Commonwealth,

in the division of the

public lands, hereinafter provided for, as in their estimation
shall be of the value of thirty thousand dollars;

and this

Commonwealth shall, thereupon, assign the seme to the new State;
or in lieu thereof, may pay the sum of thirty thousand dollars,
at its election, which election of the said Commonwealth,

shell

be made within one year from the time that notice of the doings
of the commissioners,

on this subject, shall be made known to

AOT OF SEPARATION,
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the Governor and Council;

and if not .nade within that time,

the election shall be in the new State.
Yru. . ÓhA-K ¿ oJjC ,Sòo«_.
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ADOPTIOH At the time when Heine wa

populate*,

for the most part

by Indians, adopt ion into the various tribes was not •n un- custom.

If one tribe lost a warrior in battle, one of

the captives was adopted, because the Indians fundamental
motive in adoption was to defeat death.

The person adopted

was piven the position in Indian life in the tribe, held by
the man, whose place he was filling.

The Incians believed

that adoption changed the personality as well.

The example

is given of two Seneca sisters who were adopted, one into
the Deer and one into the Huren clan.

By this adoption their

blood was changed, and so their children could intermarry 1

3o

too, the person adopted must be given a kinship n a m e , to define
his standing in the community.

The kinship name shows his

relation to all other m-nbers of the family group.
tribes, bands,

and families can also be adopted.

Clans,
In the Penob

scot tribe the tribal committee may adopt, any person who is in
whole or in pjrt of Indian blood, who has had his or her residence
for at least a year next preceeding such adoption upon any reser
vation of the tribe,

into the tribe at any of the repularly held

meetings, by three fourths of the vote of its total membership.
The decision of said committee upon such residence and Indian
descent is conclusive.

The adoption of a child by any member

of Sc id tribe under ordinary legal process does not of itself
constitute such child a member of said tribe;
of adoption into the tribe rests,
committee.
Indian agent.

but the power

in all cases, with the tribal

A certificate of adoption must be filed with the
Ho person adopted

into the tribe can hold the

offices of Govv L t . Gov •, or Representative.

Each person adopted

ADOPTION ,

continued.

is required to make sn oath before the Agent that he will
11 demean himself rs v discreet,

industrious,

and good member

of the tribe", within one month of the adoption,

or if a minor

within one month after becoming twenty-one years of age.

Agency System -

At the time Maine became a state, ¿wassachusetts relinquished
the duties of guardianship over the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy
tribes of Indians, and Maine became their guardian«

By a resolve

of the Legislature of June 20, 1820 the Governor and Council were
authorized to appoint during pleasure a person as agent to provide
pay, furnish and deliver to the Penobscot tribe on account of the
State , articles, goods, provisions and money due them from
treaties.

The agent to be paid from the treasury of State as

fixed, by the Governor and Council.

The agent to give bond.

For the most part^ as will be shown in the list of agents,
one agent was assigned to each tribe.

At times, however there

were two and even three agents appointed.

An agent may appoint

sub-agents to assist him, as was done between 1820 and 1840,
when it was time to distribute the dividends to the members of
the Penobscot tribe.
Vacancies in the office of agent are filled by the governor
and council.

There shall never be more than three agents for

each tribe
The agents had and have the care and management of all
property belonging to the tribes for their benefit.
During the years

( ° [ 3/

the Forestry Department

had the supervision of the Indians, and by an Act of Legislature
of March 28, 1933 the Department of Social Welfare was given
the general supervision of the tribes, and Mr. Flagg Cummings,
of Eastport,

is the present agent for both tribes.

Agents must visit each reservation within the agency limits,
every six months, and make a report of the condition in which they
find the Indians on each reservation, at each visit.

They must

Agency System -

continued

2

keep a true record of their proceedings and correct accounts of
all receipts and. expenditures and must carry into effect all
treaties with said tribes.

Wo agent shall dispose of the trees

or timber of the Indians to an amount exceeding §500, without
advise and consent of the Governor and Council.

Contracts

relating to the sale and disposal of trees, timber and grass
on Indian lands are void unless examined and allowed by the Agent.
No lease of land or contract for trees, timber or grass made by
the agent of either tribe has effect for more than one year.
The agent calls a meeting for the elections of Governor,
L t . Governor,

and members of the tribal committee, in the tribes,

and presides at the meetings.

An annual report is made to the

Governor and Council
Agents of the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot tribes receive
five hundred dollars annually, payable in May and November, out
of the funds of their respective tribes, in full for their services
as Agents, and in lieu of all commissions or perouisites.
From time to time Special Ap;ents, were appointed b y ’the
Governor, to treat with the Indians, survey, bu$:ld, or oversee
the planting and ploughing.

Acts and Resolves
Revised Statutes
Council Reports

c.ont inued,

AGENTS

passamaqnoddy T r il;e

year

re sidence

nsme

1320

Decun Socobnson

1321

J onathan D . We si on

Eastport

term

qualified

oomm.

dur ing pleasure
Ear 10

1325
1827
iv-Afr
1829
1831
1836

ii

it

C jvP J)0>i )>.!-' ( * .

TdilijT)

t^ c A Y

(%,• ¿¿Of t

Mar 7

4

July 1

Oct 6

Dennysville

4

Oct

5

Feb

Pembroke

4

Feb 13

Not

II

ü ^! M C <

ii

Apr 26

»

/
\ )O M A

J ana s F a.rnswo r th
ii

4

perry

Peter Goulding

Aug 1

3

1838

John Gleason

perry

4

Mar 30

Apr 25

1839

J onus Farnoworth

Pembroke

4

Feb 1

Feb 21

1840

Jacob Kimball

Calais

4

Mar 17

liar 25

1841

John Gleason

perry

4

Feb 5

Feb 10

1342

B y lvanus

ii

4

Feb 22

Mar 1
Feb 14

Leiand

ii

1843

ii

•

Eastport

4

Jan 27

Qelais

4

Jah 21

ii

4

F e b ‘ 28

Mar 23

Jan

26

1850

Peter Avery

1854

Seth W. Smith

1856

Charles S . Davis

Perry

4

Jan 29

Feto

1857

Seth W. Smith

Calais

4

Jan 29

Feto 14

1359

George W. Nutt

Perry

4

July 13

July 26

1863

John Polleys

Bar ing

4

June 24

June 29

1867

George F. Wadsworth

4

Mar S

Apr 23

1870

W i 11iam T . Hobart

4

Sept 28

Oct 24

4

Feb 3

Feb 9

4

Feb 28

Mar 8

4

Feb 23

Mar 6

1875

«

ii

Eastport
Pembroke

»

1879

W . W allaoe Brown

1880

Charles H. Porter

ii

Calais
ii

m

-

continued,

AGENTS

Pas samaquoddy Tr i'be

1384

Charles H. Porter

1887

Henry 0. Munson

1891

Ohas. A . Rolfe

1395

Charles A. Rolfe

1899

ii

1903

ii

1907

ii

term

residence

name

year

ii
ii
ii

4

Calais

c omm.
Feb 12

during pleasure Mar 30

11

qualified
Feb 15
Apr 1

4

Dec 30

Dec 30

ii

4

Dec 30

Feb 4

ii

ii

4

Dec 30

Dec 28

it

ii

4

Dec 15

Dec 33

ii

ii

4

Dec 10

Dec 16

Perry

4

Nov 16

Nov 20

Mar 6

Mar 7

Princeton

1911

H. L. Gove

1913

Justin E. Gove

1915

J ohn J . p ike

Eastport

4

Feb 16

Apr 2

1917

Justin Gove

Perry

4

May 31

June 5

4
May 20
from May 31

May 24

1921

1935

1929

ii

ii

ii

4

ii

Andrew 0. Swan

Princeton

4

July 7

July 18

Justin Gove

Perry

4

July 7

July 25

Justin E. Gove

it

4
Ret ii?ed

1933

F 1a.gg Oumrn ings

Eastport

4

•

C o VyAVw.-EMr r'n
c* (?

June 26
July 1
from July 7
Dec 14

Dec 17

AGENTS Penobsoot Tribe

Year

Agent

Residence

laso

John Blake

1321

Jackson Davis

Orono

Samue1 F . Hus sey

Portland

Moses Sleeper
Vassailorough
Resigned Feb 5, 1823

Com.

Term

Qualified

During pleasure
ii

h

h

h

Mar- 19

Hone

1324

Samuel Gall

Bang;or

4

Mar 3

May 11

1335

Samuel F. Hussey

Portland

4

June 84

Aug 25

1S28

Zebulon Bradley

Bangor

4

Mar 5

Jos hua 0harnber1ain Brewer

4

July 3

July 14
July 17

1829

Samuel F. Hussey

Portland

4

July 1

1332

Mark T raft on.

Bangor

4

Feb 4

1336

Joseph Kelsey

Guilf ord

4

Apr 2

Apr 2

1837

Henry Richardson

Orono

4

Feb 16

Feb 27

1841

Rufus Davenport

Milford

4

Feb 5

Feb 13

1342

Arvi da Hayf o rd

Bangor

4

Jan 28

Feb 10

4

Jan 22

Jan 34

1846

¡i

ii

h

1350

Isaac Staples

Oldtown

4

Jan 7

Jan 24

1854

John H. Morrill

Lincoln

4

Mar 29

Apr 10

1355

Tftedore H. Dillingham Oldtown

4

Mar 20

Mar 22

1856

Nathanie1 H . Hunt

ii

Jan 17

Jan 21

1357

Winslow 31aples

ii

4

Jan 29

Jan 30

1359

Samuel W. Hoskins

h

4

May 11

May 18

1360

J ames A . Purinton

ii

4

Feb 8

Feb 13

1864

Ge or e F. Dill ingham

11

4

Feb 34

Feb 25

ii

4

Feb 13

Feb 20

1368

ii

it

ii

4

A GE E T 3

o on t inu ed ,
Penobscot Trice

name

year
1872

Georj e F . Dillingham
ii

1876

term

residence

it

ii

qualified

comm.

4

Feb 10

Feb 14

ii

4

Feb 2

Feb 3

Oldtov/n

1879

Samuel W. Hoskins

ii

4

i
—i
A?
a)

'3i

Feb 18

1880

Ohas. A. Bailey

ii

4

Feb 20

Feb 28

ii

4

Mar 27

Mar 29

ii

1884

n

ii

1888

John N . Stowe

ii

4

Mar 30

Mar 31

1392

George H. Hunt

ii

4

Mar 29

Apr 6

1896

ii

ii

ii

ii

4

Mar 5

May 7

1900

ii

ii

ii

ii

4

Feb 23

Mar 6

1904

ii

ii

ii

ii

4

Feb 5

Feb 12

1903

ii

ii

ii

ii

4

Feb 25

Mar 3

ii

4

1912

1916
1920

1924

Ira E . Pink'bam
ii

ii

ii

Percy A. Hurd
ii

ii

ii

ii

Charles E. Lunt

1929

Justin E. Gove

4

ii

Mar 1

4
Feb 13
Frorn klar 1st

ii

Re s igned bar.
1926

Feb 9
From Fee 25th

Feb 20
1.1a,r 3
Feb 24

4

June 17

June 20

4

Mary 13

May 17

16 , 1926

ii

Perry
Ret ired

4
Mar 21
From July 7

Mar 23

1932
Flagg Cunnings

-A

Eastport

4

C,0 A' Wuu^k 1
C 'a;U/M<l

Dec 14

^ p f

Dec 17

AGRICULTURE

In the early days,

the Indians of Maine depended largely- on game

and fish for sustenance.
land with fish.

Sunflowers were grown, the seeds dried and pulverized,

and made into meal.
the Indians withdrew.
to find.

They raised Indian corn, cultivating the

As the white men advanced on m d i a n territory,
Good hunting and fishing became more difficult

Knowing little of the art of husbandry,

the few Indians left

became dependant upon the State,
Both tribes in Maine were slow in adopting the plants and methods
of cultivation of their white brothers.

The Islands of the Penobscot

Tribe, were very fertile, at the .time they were first tilled,
became run out, through neglect,
in 1820, did not keep cattle.

and lack of fertilizer.

soon

The Indians

The. stun of money advanced for agricul

tural purposes bought seeds, and paid for ploughing.

Seldom was there

enough left of the appropriation to buy fertilizer.
The Rev. Elijah Kellogg, working among the Passamaquoddies in
1823-24 instructed them in agriculture and reported a harvest of 400
bu. of potatoes for that year.

The State advanced a sum " not

exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars, for the improvement and
instruction of said Indians in the English language,
encouragement and assistance in agriculture”.

and for their

Mr. Kellogg made an

nual reports to the governor and council as to how the money was
expended.

m

1826 the sum for ''the improvement and instruction ...

in the English language, and for their encouragement and assistance in
agriculture"

was $100 dollars annually, for the term of three years.

By Mr. Kellogg’s direction and assistance a storage cellar was prepared
-ôl0Wui_
in which the Indians wPio had no permanent ksss=e, could store their
potatoes for the winter, and yet have access to them.

Lots were also

fenced off, known as the widow's lot, the young men's lot, etc., where

AGR1CULTURE
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under the guidance of m r . Kellogg, vegetables were raised, and the
Indians were encouraged in the cultivation of land.

in 1827 the

United States made a small grant to the fassamaquoddies, which was
expended by Mr. Kellogg in premiums, grass seed and farming utensils,
clearing, breaking up, and fencing land.

At that time Deacon

Sockbason, an intelligent, ambitious m d i a n had a cow, which his
daughters had learned to milk,
very good butter.

ills wife had also learned to make

This was considered quite beyond the ordinary,

for the Indians as a whole, seemed a shiftless, lazy lot.
Indians of this same tribe,
raised swine#

[

the Passamaquoddy)

A few

at this time

In 1828 Mr. Kellogg, having met with much opposition

from the Catholic priests, in his work among the Passamaquoddies,
gave up his duties.

M l his departure, the agricultural instruction

-was carried on by the Indian Agent, to the best of his ability*
The land of the Passamaquoddies, was not fertile.

it was more

difficult for them to get good results from their labors, than for
the Penobscots who had good soil#

They too, were in groat need of

fertilizer#
The following amounts were paid from the State Treasury
to the Agent of the Passamaquoddy tribe for agricultural pursuits:
1855

#200

1856

•¿200

1857

#400

1858

#400

1859

#400

1860

#400

1861

#200

1863

#400

seed and manure

continued

agriculture

1864

$>400

1865

400

1866

500

1867

500

1868

.500

1869

500

In 1842 the fallowing Resolve was passed " That the agent of the
Passamaquoddy tribe of Indians is hereby authorized and reouired to set
off by metes and bounds and by parallel lines, sjlot of land in the Indian
Township, in the county of Washington, not exceeding one hundred acfes
to each of said tribe who will actually reside on said lot with his
family and improve the same as a farm

.... ........ "

The Agents of the Penobscot tribe, instructed the Indians in
the art of husbandry.
cleared, fertile,

The land of the Penobscots was low, partly

in the report of Sample) Call, 1823, he says " the

Indians are aware that they can no longer depend on hunting for sub
sistence and are desirous to engage in agricultural employment.
make large demands for ploughing ......
ideas to the keeping of cattle.
attended to the ploughing,

They

some of them extend their

The Indian agents at this time

cultivating, and in addition furnished

the seed.
In

1835 the State had a survey made of a suitable tract of land

for a farm, on which to keep the old Indians,
children, unable to support themselves.

invalids and orphan

The site chosen was Orson

Island, and ground was cleared, and tilled Immediately.

A barn

AGRICULTURE,

was erected,
was employed.

continued

and plans made for the erection of a house,
The farm was laid out by Mark Trafton.

house was completed by Joseph Kelsey.
acres.

A superintendent

In 1836 the

The farm contained about 884-

The superintendent was ppid annually, $300.

This farm

did not serve the 'purpose for which it was built, namely to provide
a place to care for the old, invalids and orphans, for the Indians
preferred to take care of their own, and in
been made the Farm was leased.

During

1868, after repairs had

the period between 1835 and

1868 a farmer had been employed on the farm, and he kept the land
under cultivation, with the help of the Indians.

In 1863

a

superintendent of farming was appointed by the State for the Penobscot
Indians, who was paid if150.

In 1864 and 1865 he received S 360, and

in 1866 this office ^vas abolished by a Resolve of Peb. 83rd,

The

agent of the Penobscot tribe received $150 additional to his salary
in 1867 to assist in the agricultural labors of the Indians, and this
arrangement continued through 1869.

From 1838 a bounty was paid on wheat, potatoes, and other
o-P
ifuAu,
vegetables, to the Indians,'upon presenting to the Agent a satis
factory proof of the amount raised.
them in agriculture.
until the present time.

This helped to encourage

The paying of this bounty has continued
The amounts follow:

30<^ per bushel for wheat
10(f, per bu. for rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, peas beans.
5<?f per bu. for potatoes, turnips, parsnips, beets and carrots.

( Council Reports, Revised Statutes 1930, Acts and Resolves,
Record of Letters, Bu. of Lthnol. )
hb y^ cvy4 GowpbjX ,
t

ALGONQUIAN FAMILY *
A linguistic stock which

formerly o c o u i e d a larger area

then any other in north America.

The territory occupied by them

extended fro:-, the eastern coast of Newfoundland to the Rocky ¿Its.
from the Churchill River in Canada,
Carolina coast.

to Pamlico Sound, on the

This territory is separated in the East, by

the area, occupied by the Iroquoian tribes, which
part of Michigan, Ohio, New York, Penn.

includes

Lake Erie, Lake Ontario,

down both sides of the St. Lawrence to the Gulf.

The Algonquian

occupied the Atlantic Coast from Newfoundland to Pamlico Sound.
The Ain mquian Fa ally includes the Blankfoot confederacy, the
Chippewa group, the Algonkin group, The Montagnais group, the
Abnaki group the Sauk group, the Miami group, the Menominee,
. asce.rten, Potawatomi, Pennacook Massachusetts, Wampenoag,
Marragnnset, Nipmuc, Monta.uk, Mohegan . a h icon, Wappinger, Delewares,
Shawnee, Hanticoke, Conoy, Powhatan, and Pamlico,

The Penobscots

and Passamaquoddy, belonging to the Abnaki group, are among the
tribes found in the northeastern division of the Algonquian ixi
ily.

The Algonquiane were friendly with the French, and when

the English settled along the coast of Maine, the Indians joined with
the French to drive them a.way.

Not until the fall of the French

power in American was there peace between the English and the Indian s
of Maine.

Many of the Indians withdrew to Canada, the two tribes

remaining in this State, being

the Passamaquoddy and the Penobscot.

The Algonguian lodge, was frequently the wigwam, although in the
North,

shelters were sometimes built of logs.

Canoes made of

birch bark, were most commonly used for travel on the water.
were strengthened by ribs or knees.

They'

The burials of the Alponauians

A LGONQUIAN FAMILY
were in grèves.
buried with him.

-

2

The deceased1e personal effects were frequently?
The Algonquians were

brave,

they lacked the capability of organization.
tribes proved tempory.

intelligent, yet

Alliances between

They could not seem to unite with others,

even against their enemies.

The Algonquian family numbers

about 90,000 at present, 40,000 of whom are in the United States,
and the remainder in Canada.
and the Cree

The largest tribes are the Chippewa

AMUSEMENTS.
Though considered to belong to a race, grave in manner,
Indian, when not bound down by necessity,
individual.

the

is a happy, fun-loving

The old and the young take part in games.

dice, guessing games, and ball games are very popular.

Games of
In 1820

the dice were sometimes made of split-cane, or bone staves.
teeth, shells or even fruit stones, were also used.

Pottery,

The Indians had

a game played with a ball and racket, resembling our game of La
Crosse.

Dancing,

story-telling, feasting, also have a prominent

place In the life of the Indian.

Most of the dances are ceremonial

in character, but there are a few which are purely social.
contests are common.

Athletic

The cold winter evenings are frequently spent

around the fire, the Indians telling stories, playing games, and
smoking.
The children are not unlike white children in their pleasures.
They have bows and arrows,

stilts, dolls,

tons, slings -

and with

them theu imitate their elders.

Be. of Am. Ethnol. Fletcher,
Record of Letters,

Indian Games and Dances.

Council Reports.)

ANNUITIES

( there is a great deal of research work to be done
on this subject, and it would take several weeks to c o 13b ct
the material from the twelve sources of information.

US.)

ARROWHEADS -

A 66
b

d & b&
Separate tips ox points of an arrowshaft.
found in Maine have been made of feleite,
at i-.it, Kineo, Moosehead Lake, lie.

Many arrowheads

siuiliar to that found

It has been said that the

Indians made pilgrimages to the mountain to obtain the material for
their weapons, "out as there .are many boulders along the coast, of
this same material it is p r o b a b l y that the Indians nearer the coast
obtained the felsite there.
flint,

shell or wood.

Some arrowheads are hade of bone,

The shape is usually triangular.

They are

set into the arrow shaft, and bound in p l a c e .

Bu.
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ASBELA

Small Island in the Penobscot occupied by members of
the tribe of that name.

Name derived from that of an Indian

called Assen or O s sen.

B u . of Am. Ethnol

ATTEAN,

John
( spelled, also, Ettiene, Aitteon, Etteon, Ateon)
Said to be a descendant of Baron de St. Oastine.

He

bac-.me governor of the Penobscot tribe of Indians, September
IS, 1816.

John Neptu e was his lieutenant-governor.

References :

Drake- Aboriginal Races of
North America.

AXES

5
The Algonkian ax? f 'unc1 in the shell
on former Indian oam ) sites,

• of Maine, or

is made of a hard,tough, ground

stone, rounded, v/ith a groove at one end, where it is attached
to the handle, with sinews, rawhide,

73

etc.
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BOUNTIES

Bounties hive been paid to the Penobscot and passamapuoddy tribes , since 1838, to encourage them in the arts
of husbandry.

The bounty on vegetables is as follows:

20$ per bu for wheat
10$ per bu. for rye, oats, ba.rley, buckwheat, peas, beans.
5$ per bu. for potr to-s ,turnips, parsnips, beets, carrots.
Satisfactory proo©

of the amount of produce raised must be

given the Agent, before the bounty is paid.

Acts and Re solves

x
b

BREWER.

BUILDINGS

After the white man's arrival,

the Indian became less satisfied

with his primitive lodgings, especially so in the cold winter months.
So in 1820, we find a few members of the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy
tribes, building houses of wood, shingled and clapboarded.
ings usually had one door in the end, and a window,

These build

sometimes two 1

The

house was completely roofed over, and had a chimne;y to accommodate the
air-tight stove.

Instead of the earthern floor, of their own ruble log

cabins, these houses had boards.
In 1828 by an Act of the Legislature, the Indian Agent for the
Penobscot tribe was authorized to erect or cause to be erected for the
use of the tribe at Oldtown village,

a building of suitable size and

convenience for a store-house, and achoolroom.
stories high, framed, boarded and clapboarded,
below;
stories;
square,

It was to be two
shingled, with shutters

fifteen lights 7x9 glass to a window, double floors in both
the upper partitioned off so as to make a room of 20 feet
ceiled and plastered for a schoolroom.

The room below' was

partitioned off, with stairs to the upper story.
be painted ends and front, spruce yellow,
for it, was $500.

The building was to

and the amount appropriated

When it was completed and inspected,

to be entirely unsatisfactory in workmanship,
school or store-house.

it was found

in fact unsafe for either

it was not until the following year that it

was suitable for occupancy.

An act of the Legislature of 1828 also authorized the agent to
erect or cause to be erected for the use of the Penobscot tribe,
uldtown village,

a church or place of worship.

for this building was $1200.

at

The appropriation

The church was built by Cobb and Haines,

and completed in 1829, and in 1830 an appropriation was made for $200
for the bell

BUILDINGS

continued

in 1835 the plans for a public farm were developed, and the
land laid out,

and cleared.

1836 the house was completed.

A barn was built immediately, and in
This was to take care of the aged and

invalids of the tribe, also the orphans.

Because of the Indian’s

preference in keeping the aged, invalids and orphans with them,
their wigwams and houses,

in

the Farm was little used for this purpose.

From time to time the State has appropriated money to aid
unfortunate Indians in rebuilding their homes, when they have been
destroyed by fire, as was the case in 1859 when Tomar Nichola and
John Fransway lost their homes by fire.

in 1861 the State made a small appropriation to reeair the
farm buildings on the public farm, and in 1866 $400 was granted
for building a school house at Oldtown.

At the time Kev. Elijah Kellogg was working among the Passamaquoddy Indians, the United States granted them a small sum, with which
he erected a school house, which was completed and occupied in 1824.
lie also^with the money

from the State, constructed a vegetable cellar,

in which to store their produce.

In 1827 the State appropriated money

for him to build them a work shop or tool shop, and from Mr* K ellogg’s
report to the Governor and Council it is evident that the Indians were
busy themselves:

11 Since i have been with them ( the Indians)

they have

erected three comfortable frame houses."
By a Resolve the State appropriated .yl400 in 1834 to erect a church
for the Passamaquoddies, which was completed in 1836

BTJILDINGS-

continued

±n 1868 repairs were made on the school house at Princeton*

1868 repairs were made and paid for by the S^ate,
school house,

\

on the chapel,

and governor‘s house*

Council reports, Agent's reports, Public and Legislative Documents)
( More research to be done on this sub,]* e c t . The above just a notes

0 Ei'ftfUS

When Maine became a State there were about 1000 Indians
living within the boundaries.
Penobscot,

There wer

two tribes, the

slightly larger in number, and the Passamaquoddy.

The census seems to have ,
b een seldom taken prior to 186,1.
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About 1857 an act was passed, and it been e the duty of the
Superintending School Oo.amittee to take a census annually,

0\ ,
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in the penoosept Tribe.
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The census reports from various sources of the Passamaquoddy
and Penobscot trices follow: ^

Pa s sainaqu oddy

1834

470

1837
1839

480

1840

Penobscot

362

470

1851

433

432

1861

553

525

1862

463

506

1863

469

513

1865-6

500

1869

452

1876

456

1877

508

1878

503

445

1879

513

480

r>

'
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passamaquoddy

Penobscot

1880

523

446

1881

526

418

1882

520

416

1883

546

415

1884

532

400

1885

540

407

1886

513

387

1887

530

383

1888

535

380

1889

525

385

1890

383

1891

533

377

1892

518

386

1893

501

38 B

1894

501

386

1895

493

390

1933

512

490

* Information regard ng the 'number of Indians in the
Passamaquoddy Tribe,
1820 to

c n be found in the 0 uncil Reports of

1859, in the accounts of Agents.

These

accounts give an idea as to the number of families and their

OLhSUS
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members through the rendering; of the Spring* and Fall dividend,
of the* Passamaquoddy tribe.

After 1895 the figures for

both tribes, probably will be found in the Agents reports
which are not printed, but are on file in the Secretary of
State Department,

in the Council Reports.

There has been

no research work done on these Council Reports from 1850 on.
D.S.

The returns of dividends up to 1837 are rather mixed, and
further study is necessary on them before actual numbers of the
tribe can be ascertained.

D.S.

Public and Legislative Documents
Council Reports

'

->

CHURCHES
’ ....

i
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CLOTHING
When the white men first settled this territory, the
clothing of the Indian was made of deer skins, and dressed
T<\ CW£$--V
furs.
Both sexes m-aki-ng the garments, with the use of
bone needles, awls, fibers of plants, and sinews.
wore a shirt, a breechcloth,
low moccasins.

The man

leggings tied to a belt, and

The woman's costume differed from the man's

in the length of the shirt, which hung to her knees or below,
which.was sleeveless.
waist.

A belt confined the garment at the

She also wore leggins and moccasins.

Later blankets

took the place of skins.
From "The Handicrafts of the Indians of Maine, Mrs. Fannie
H. Eckstorm, is taken the following account of the dress of
the Maine Indians about 1830:
" The men used to wear a long’, loose, frock-coat, commonly
of black broadcloth, which reached to the knees ....
by a leather belt.

confined

A best coat might have collar and lappels

of beadwork, or even a band down the fronts or across the bot
tom.

Some dress coats were of red cloth handsomely beaded and

banded with ribbons.

Under this a man might, or he might not,

wear a cotton shirt, but he wore no other undergarment.

In

stead of trousers, all the older men wore a gee-string about
the waist, which supported the leggings and breechcloth.

The

latter was a wide piece of cotton cloth, passed between the
legs and up under the gee-string at both back and front, where
it hung down in ample flaps before and behind.

The younger

men early adopted trousers, but the old irreconcilables, most
of whom were dead by 1850, never did.

The cloth leggins,

continued

CLOTHING

2

reaching t° the knee> were held up by thongs fastened to the
gee-string.

Under the moccasins, the feet were wrapped in

cloths before stockings were adopted.
summer;

No hat was worn in

but in winter the head was protected by a close-fitting

cap, with two points,

like ears, and a cape in the 'back to keep

the snow out of the back of the neck,

A blanket, blue or grey,

was often worn in winter.

11

A woman1s dress was much the same both summer and

winter,- a loose sacque, falling half-way to the knee, a short
scant skirt, dropping below the knee, leggings and moccasins,
with a blanket and cap in cold weather, and probably a simple
cotton chemise as an under garment.

In everyday use the gar

ments might be almost anything the whites had discarded,
what remodelled to suit their way of living;
was sumptuous.

some

but the gala dress

The sacque, made of blue or red broadcloth, was

trimmed with beads and ribbons and ornamented with numerous
silver brooches.

The skirt of the same color and cloth, was

banded with red, blue, yellow or green ribbons

........

The

beaded leggings were red with a blue dress, or blue with a red
dress, much ornamented.

The cap matched the leggings in color

and was wholly unlike the m a n 1s cap.
points at the front,

Instead of having two

it had a single point at the back, as if it

had been made of two square pieces sewed together upon two adjacent
sides and slipped upon the head.
or ribbons, or both.

It was ornamented with beads

In later years the women took to wearing

m e n 1s tall, bell-crowned silk beaver hats, with a broad band of

CLOTHING -
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pierced silver about the crown, and sometimes a great tuft of
long, flowing ostrich plumes«

The men never wore tall hats nor hat-bands.

Both sexes, but

more especially the women, wore wampum bands, and collars, and
many strings of beads hung around the neck, while the women
also often wore long ear-rings.

When the white people first

came to the Penobscot, the Indian men shaved the fore-part of
their heads and wore a scalp lock;

the custom had died out be*

fore 1800."

Bu. of Am. Ethnol.
Handicrafts of the Indians of Maine
Eckstorm

COMMITTEES ON INDIAN AFFAIRS »

Before 1830 Indian Affairs were handled by committees
appointed for the moment in consideration.
The Executive Council Committee on Indian Affairs was first
appointed in 1830*

The following standing committees were compiled

from the Journal of the Executive Council, with the exception of
those for the years 1931-1933*

The Committees for 1842 and 1917-18

were not apparently recorded as appointed in the Journal.

In 1866

the Committee consisted of Messrs. Dunn, Ruggles, and Perley, the
latter declined the office of Councillor, however, and Randall was
apparently appointed in his place.
Joint standing committee of the Legislature on Indian Affairs
was first appointed in 1839.

The following standing committees

were compiled from the Journal of the Senate, the Journal of the
House, and the several Legislative Registers as printed in the
Public Documents.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEE, AMD JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE
OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE, ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.
1830
0

- David Crowel

John Burgin

Daniel Steward Jr.

1831
0

- William Emerson

Hezekiah Prince

Ralph 0. Johnson

1832
0

- Charles Peavey

Hezelciah prince

Samuel Strickland

1833
0 - Robert p* Dunlap

Thomas Sawyer, Jr.

John Hodgdon

COMMITTEES ON INDIAN AFFAIRS -

—

0 - John Ho Jarvis

continued
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1834
Samuel Moore

Clark ,

Somerset

1835
0 - Seth Labaree

Daniel Emery

Benjamin Carr

1836
0 - Seth La,baree

Charles Greene

Joseph Johnson

1837
0 - Samuel Small

Samuel Veazie

Joseph Johnson

1838
0 - Tappan Robie

William Pope

Brushrod W. Hinckley

1839
H- Retire W* Freeze

0- John Webb

Orono

Samuel Coney

Geo. F* Patten

Bath

Alpheus Lyon

Chas. E. Bartlett

Berwick

Isaac Hobbs

Eastport

Leyi Bradley

Wyman B.S.Hoor

Waterville

Hezekiah Williams

Joseph True

Garland

John Otis

Hallowe11

S- Taft Comstock

1840
C - John Webb

a- Ab ie1 W • Kennedy

Orono

Micah J. Talbot

Life Wilson

Thomaston

Alpheus Lyon

John Otis

Hallowe11

Simon Elliot

Bristol

David Hammons

Ebenezer Fisher

Charlotte

Levi Bradley

Jacob Main

Belgrade

Nathaniel Hanscom

Eliot

S - Thomas Robinson

Somerset

COMMITTEES OH INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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1841

-

0- David Dunlap

H- John Hitchborn

Rilmarnock

Benjamin Bradford

Wm. Perry

Bowdoin

Elias Dudley

Jos. Holland

Canton

S- Solomon Parsons,

Penobscot

Richard Judkins,,Readf ield

Jonathan Herrill,Washington

Oliver Pea.slee, Whitefield

Oabeb Burbank

Wm. M. Bryant,

Kennebunk

Peleg Hall

Milford

Somerset

1843

H- Franklin Muzzy

0-

Bangor

Thomas J. Cox

Dixfield

Joseph Madox

Etna

Shuba.el D. Norton, Mt. Desert
S- Drummond Farnsworth

Somerset

Hamilton Jenkins

Wayne

Merrill Olough

Kennebec

Philip Norris

Whitefield

Jacob Somes

Hancock

Ohas. G. Bellamy

Kittery

1843
0-

S-

Gyrus Moore

H- Joshua Ohadbourne

Baldwin

Moses Mason

Byron W. Darling

Bluehill

Dennis L. Milliken

Ezra Brown, Jr.

Windham

Archelaus D. Atwood

Penobscot

Isaac Sanborn

Orono

Joshua Patterson

Lincoln

Tristram F. Jordan

Passadumkeag

Shepard Gary

Aroostook

Joseph Muzzy

Searsmont

James Bailey

Anson

«T5

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN. AFFAIRS,
1844
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H- Benjamin Kilby

C- Samuel Palmer

Dennysville

Theodore Ingalls

William Paine

Penobscot

Geo. W . Towle

David Patten

Sebago

William Noyes

Greenwood

S- Hiram Rose
Sullivan So Rawsom

Washington

Mark S. Stiles

Jackson

Joseph Brown

Cumberland

John Jones

Brighton

Morrill Prescott

Ripley

1845
C- Theodore Ingalls

H- Joseph Kilsey

Guilford

Chas Stetson

Jacob Merrill

Oldtown

Joshua F. Elliot

Joseph Doane

Orrington

Penobscot

Geo. A. Young

Gou'ldsboro

Asa Simley

Kennebec

Baldwin Muzzy

Sear smont

Samuel Shaw

'Washington

Henry Rooks

Lincolnvill

ZebuIon Young

Hampden

S- John Ho Pillsbury

1846
H- Robinson Palmer

C- Charles Stetson

Perry

William Dunn

J os eph Day

Bristol

Stillman Howard

C-eorge Crane

Eddington

W a Id o

Abner Libbey

Harrison

Asa Smith

Penobscot

Simeon Ski11in

Albion

Joseph Barrett

Somerset

John Lary

Acton

S- James H. Haines

William T. Tayler

•

Porter

1847
C- Stephen Emery

Paris

H- Jabez Simpson

Sullivan

John R • Redman

Brooksville

Lebleus Allen

Hebron

Charles Stetson

Bangor

Asa W. Babcock

Orono

Nathaniel Blake

No. 11 Range 5

S- James M. Leach

Cumberland

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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1847
Robinson Palmer

Washington

Benjamin B. Thomas

Penobscot

H- Jonas Heald

Plymouth

Nahum Goodwin

Lebanon

Daniel Rogers

Windham

1848
Randall Skillin

Cape Elizabeth

Bradbury Collins

Harrington

H- Russell Hart

Brewer

Daniel Larrabee

Wales

Man a ss eh H . smith

Warren

Luther Bailey

Turner

Isaac Pool

Lincoln

Nathan Baker

Bingham

Oliver Bean

Kennebec

Chas. Chase

Bloomfield

Warren Gilman

Medybemps

Joseph Stickney

Lowell

Gilman M. Burleigh. Penobscot

1849
H- Samuel Furlong

Calais

Randall Skillin

Cape Elizabeth

Benjamin vviggin

Bangor

Francis Fuller

Stillman Hov/ard

Leeds

Nathaniel Fenders on Scarborough

Isaac Pool

Lincoln

Daniel Rogers

Windham

John P. Davis

Cumberland

Josiah Webster

Glenburn

Winthrop

Benjamin A, Gardner

Manly Eames

Jame s Br own

Charlotte

Dayton Plantation

1850
Henry Partridge

Orland

H- John Dudley

Leander Valentine

Westbrook

Daniel Rogers

Windham

John Babson

Wiseasset

Daniel King

Cambridge

Amos Pickard

Waldo

Seth Hopkins

Eden

Shepard Cary

Penobscot

Samuel Plummer

China

George Thorndike

Lincoln

John Dow

Plymouth

J ohn I . Bragg

Waite

Letter

B

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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1851-2
c - Robinson Palmer

s-

H. Jesse H. Nickerson

Perry

Orrington

Simeon Strout

Limington

Robert F. Bradstreet Palermo

Samue1 F . Hersey

Bangor

S lineon Pratt

Freeport

Charles W. Piper

Penobscot

Henry Stevens

Steuben

David Mitchell

Franklin

Samuel Weymouth

Clinton

Jeremiah Fowler

Washington

Ozias Bartlett

Harmony

Charles S. Davis

Perry

1853
c-

s-

H-■ John K. Damon

Amos M. Roberts

Bangor

Alexander

Franklin Smith

North Anson

Charles Beale

Kirkland

Samuel P e Shaw

Waterville

Elisha H. Carter

Montvilie

Micah J. Talbot

Washington

Robert Crosby

Embden

Newell Blake

Penobscot

Albert Richardson

J efferson

John J. Holman

Oxford

Luther Phillips

Orland

William Hutchings

Penobscot

1854
c-

s-

Charles A, Everett

Milo

Gideon Tucker

Saco

Nathan J. Robinson

Corinna

Horatio H. Johnson

Belfast

Amos L. Foster

Cooper

Newell Blake

Penobscot

Wi H i am G . Br own

Monmouth

Willard P. Harriman

Waldo

Jesse W. Smith

Glenburn

Warren H. Vinton

Cumberland

Ephraim W. Taff

Gouldsborough

George S. Pitcher

Northport

H- J araes C . Adams

Cheeryfield

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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1855
0- Abner Coburn

Bloomf iffeld

H- Joseph Gunnison

Eastport

Franklin Clark

Wiseasset

Samuel Blake

Orneville

Henry Richardson

Oldtown

Lyman H • Win s1o w

Nobleborough

Oldtown

Clement Skolfield

Harpswe 11

Jame s B . Dascomb

Somerset

William Banton

Lagrange

Samuel F. Adams

Washington

Samuel Haines

Clinton

John Miller

Lineolnvilie

S- Newell Blake

1856
C- Artemas Libbey

H- James Webster

Albion

Orono

Robert Elliot

Freedom

Enoch Goodale

Ogunquit

J ame s C • Madig an

Houlton

Dani e 1 We ntwor th

Brooks

Penob scot

J ohn Hume

Robbinston

Alexander Junkins

York

Win. H. Sargent

Sargentvllle

William Barker

Hancock

Nathaniel L. Hooper Cambridge

S - Jonas Wes t on

Thomas Ma r r , Jr •

Southport

1857
C- Abner Coburn

Bloomfield

H-• John Woodbury

Nathaniel A. Joy

Ellsworth

Alden B. Weed

Joseph S. Monroe

Abbot

George W. Leavitt

S- Abner R. Hallowe11 Penobscot

Litchfield
Oldtown
PembDDke

Jacob Mars ton

No, Windham

Isaac Hobbs

Waldo

J ohn S • Mur ch

biddeford

A.K.P.Wallace

Washington

Samuel Silsby

Aur ora

James Albee

Forks of Kennebec

continued
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1858
C~ James S. Hall

Calais

II- Moses Buck

Aaron A, 'Wing

Bangor

Z.L.Hersey

Pembroke

Dennis L. Milliken

Waterville

B. C, Wheeler

Greenfield

Washington

Benj ami n Smi th

Litchfield

Isaac Hobbs

Waldo

J. Mitchell

Washington

Jacob W, Stinchfield

Penobscot

B. Fuller

So. Freedom

S- Daniel K. Hobart

Silas Skillin

Oldtown

No. Yarmouth

1859
C- Washington Long

Fort Fairfield

H- A. C. Wilson

Brewer

Aaron A« Wing

Bangor

J. R. Talbot

East Machias

Rufus Horton

Portland

K. M. Woodman

Oldtown

Heircy Bishop

Sangerville

S- Joseph M. Livermore 1

Washington

Jacob We Stinchfield Penobscot

Joseph Buckman

Joseph Barron

Samuel Thomas

Harrison

J, H* Spring

Hiram

Lincoln

Minot

1860
C- Rufus Horton

Portland

H- R. M. Woodman

Jared Fuller

Corinth

S. H. Jones

Dennysvilie

Joseph M. Dennis

New Portland

Cyrus Fogg

Limerick

Penobscot

James W. Clark

Andover

Joseph Barron

Lincoln

Samuel T. Hinds

Round Pond

Sumner Whitney

Aroostook

Henry Hobbs

Hope

S. D. Carleton

Rockport

S- Jabez True

Oldtown

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, continued
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1S61
C- Lewis L. Wadsworth

Pembroke

H- J» L. Smith

Oldtown

George A. Frost

Springvale

J.Q.A.Tuttle

Perry

Wa sir!ngton Nileox

Monmouth

Moses Parchiey

Sangervilie

Viashington

Igna t iu s Srna11

Deer Island

Phlneas Tolman

Piscataquis

B. H. Taylor

New Sharon

Rufus Sylvester

Lincoln

Jonathan Frohock

Line olnvi lie

S. J. Bond

Jeffers on

S - Tr i s tr am R edm an

1862
C“ John Ho Gilman

Sebec

Calais

H* Jame s S » Hall

Lewis L © Wadsworth

Pembr oke

David Vinal

¥inalhav en

John M. Frye

Lewiston

William E. Hadlock

Mt. Desert

Washington

Lucius Loring

Buckfield

Isaac liarker

Aroostook

Aaron H. Woodcock

Princeton

Peleg F. Pike

Kennebec

Amos Ward

Sebago

John A. Harris

Dixmont

S- John Plummer

1863
C- Hiram Ruggles

Carmel

H- James H. Burgess

Oldtown

Eben Woodbury

Iloulton

Henry H. Miller

John J. Perry

Oxford

Benjamin F. Hanson

Sanford

Aroostook

Sylvanus Ellis

Guilf ord

John Plummer

Washington

Willard Clough

Cumberland

George A. Starr

Knox

Frederic Kent

Bremen

Iiiram Palmer

Whitefield

S- Isaac Harker

Princeton

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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1864
C- John M. Noyes

H- Charles L. Dunning

M t . Desert

Brownville

Hiram Ruggles

Carmel

George W. Day

Pembroke

John J. Perry

Oxford

Nathaniel Merrill

Falmouth

James H. Burgess

Oldtown

S- Parker P. Burleigh Aroostook
Josiah Merrow

Sagadahoc

John Davis 2nd

Cushing

Charles Beale

Penobscot

Otis L« Carter

Etna

Daniel M. Means

Sedgwick

1865
C- James W. Lyman

H- Martin L. Stover

Machias

Bluehill

Hiram Ruggles

Carmel

Isaac Hobart

Edmunds

Joseph Harwell

Rockland

David N. Estabrook

Oldtown

Penobscot

Spaulding Robinson

Sherman

Knox

William Rogers

Holden

Joshua Whitney

Jone sb orough

Freeman Atwood

Monroe

S- Augustus D. Manson
John B. Walker

Daniel T. Richardson Cumberland

1866
Elbridge G. Dunn

Ashland

David N. Estabrook

Oldtown

Hiram Ruggles

Carmel

Franklin R. Webber

St« Albans

J ame s M • Knight

Wiscasset

Perley
Augustus D. Manson

Penobscot

Ben,] amin R. Sturgis

Gorham

Daniel T. Richardson

Cumberland

J ame s A . Decker

Bowdoinham

Nathaniel A. Burpee

Knox

Frederic A. Hill

Machias

G«E.S. Bryant

Dover

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
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186V
C- George W. Randall

Freeport

H- Lyndon Oak

Garland

Hiram Ruggles

Carmel

B. W. Tyler

Alexander

John S. Baker

Bath

Albert G. Buck

Robbinston

Hancock

N. M. Hartwell

Oldtown

Joseph W. Porter

Penobscot

John R. Weed

Littleton

Henry Boynton

Somerset

John M. Merrill Surry

S- Alexander Pulton

Oliver Allen

Hiram

I860
C- Daniel K. Hobart

Dennysville

H- John R. Weed

Littleton
Princeton

Henry C. Reed

Norway

Chas. A. Rolfe

Daniel Holland

Lewiston

Abraham Bridges

Marion

Penobscot

Irvin W. Ames

Milford

George Wingate

Washington

wi nt hr op Weeks

Somerville

Augustus D. Merrow

York

George S. Stevenson

S- Isaiah Stetson

Augu stu s A . Lane

Newburg
Flaggstaff

1869
C- Joseph W. Porter

Burlington

H-

Alden Bradford

Eastport

Henry C. Reed

Norway

Henry Brawn

Oldtown

Samuel K. Whiting

Ellsworth

William Irish

She rman

S- Thomas R. Kingsbury

Penobscot

James M. CoffinL Thorndike

John A. Buck

Hancock

Aaron W. Huntress

F « Loring Talbot

Washington

Joshua Whitney
G. W. Howe

Lincoln
Jonesborough
Whitefield

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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1870
Joseph W • Porter

Penobscot

Daniel K . Hobart

H- Alden Bradford

^astport

Washington

Henry Brawn

Oldtown

Uranus 0 • Brackett

York

Wi 11 i am H . Br own

Ans on

Thomas R • Kingsbury

Penobscot

Samuel L. Gould

Albany

Putnam Rolfe

Washington

J ohn McLain

Timothy Fuller

Penobscot

Samuel W * Campbell

New Vineyard
Deer Isle

Robert Sargent

Herman

1871
Silas C. Hatch

H- Daniel K. Hobart

Dennysville

William Grindie Jr. Hancock

William need

No 11 Range 1

J ohn R . Pulsifer

York

N a thani e1 Andr ew s

Palmyra

Putnam nol.fe

Washington

William Taber

Unity

Timothy Puller

Penobscot

Gideon Ellis Jr.

Canton

John B. Nickels

Penobscot

J ohn C . B 1 anchard

Corinth

William VV. Clook

Topsfield

Penobscot

1878
Silas C. Hatch

Penobscot

Cyrus M. Powers

Aroostook

Horace Harmon

Lubec

J ohn K . Pulsifer

York

Ithamer B. Thompson

Montville

Daniel J . Sawyer

Washington

Josiah Holbrook

Madis on

John B. Nichols

Penobscot

A. J. Tibbetts

Brooklin

Ichohad Cole

York

Henry W. Briggs

Hudson

Isaac A. Walker

Stow

H- Joseph Anderson Jr .

Eastport

continued
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1873
C- L. L. Wadsworth Jr.
F . A. Thompson

Washington

H- Joseph wilder Jr.

Pembroke

Lucius Dennison

Machiasport

Jamies Patten

Carmel

Washington

Mark Folsom

Newburg

J ohn S • Arnold

Aroostook

J oseph Ellis

Brooks

Charles Shaw

Penobsoct

Dominions Ricker

Biddeford

Bruno Ouilette

Frenchville

Piscataquis

John R. Pulsifer Androscoggin
S- Horace barman

1874
C- Jeremiah M. Mason

York

H- Moses S. Wilder

Pembroke

E. A. Thompson

Piscataquis

George Crockett

Stetson

William Orindie

Hancock

Josiah Nickerson

Swanvilie

Washingt on

Henry Dowst

Vienna

John S. Arnold

Aroostook

Bruno Ouilette

Frenchville

John Morrison

Penobscot

Benj amin w . Harding

S- Horace Harrnan

John D. Lawler

Hampden
Baileyville

1875
C . He nr y vvi 11 iams on

Somerset

H-- John Q.A. Tuttle

Perry

Fred E. Richards

Knox

John 0. Page

China

Charles Buffum

Penobscot

J o tham Moult on

La Grange

Penobscot

John Saunders

Livermore

And roseogg1n

John D. Lawler

Baileyville

Washington

William H. Whitcomb

Norway

Nial H. Moody

New Portland

S- George K. Thurlough
uilliam n. nOunds
Samuel L. Campbell

COMMITTEE OH IHDIAH AFFAIRS -
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1876
Solomon Stanley

Franklin

Charles Buff'ura

Penobscot
Knox

Fred E. Richards

Wm. Eo Dunning

South Thomaston
i
C harleston

Thomas W. Sherman Pembroke

Penobscot

Alexander Webb

H- David H. Sawyer

Daniel S e Stone

Hampden

James R. Talbot

Washington

Stephen P. Harden

Palermo

Samuel D« Wadsworth

Oxford

George Sweetser

Newburgh

Ezekiel Dyer

Milbridge

1877
H- Lysander Strickland

Bangor

L e R. King

Aroostook

Andrew Lacy

Lincoln

Charles A. Rolfe

Princeton

S . 0. Farrington

Oxford

Lucius M. Perkins

Brooksfield

A« Mo Hash

Washington

Elbridge G. Harlow

Brewer

Joseph Hobson

York

Robert Lord

Kennebunk

W. Wo Kragdon

Hancock

Hiram D. Abbott

Andover

William Clark

Appleton

H- Robert W. Lord

Kennebunk

1878
Andrew Lacy

!Lincoln

Silas Hatch

Bangor

William F. Garcelon Lewiston

B. Be Murray Jr.
James Weymouth

Pembroke
. Oldtown

Lloyd W. Drake

Penobscot

■Enoch B e Cain

Palermo

John F. Ferguson

York

Harrison Piper

Lincoln

Aaron H. Woodcock

Princeton

Thomas S. Bradbury

Salem

Alexander B. Sumner Washington

COMMITTEE OH INDIAÏÏ AFFAIRS

continued

15

-1879”
0- Frank M. Fogg

H- Aaron H. Woodcock

Auburn

Princeton
Plymouth

Halsey H. Monroe

Thomanton

0. D* Chapman

John B« Foster

Bangor

Oliver H. Chesley

Penobscot

James B. Lev/is

Ripley

Alden Bradford

Washington

Franklin R. Leach

Robbinston

Randall ?/„ Ellis

Waldo

George W. Goulding

Wo Waterville

Orick Hawes

Vassalboro

S- Levi Bo Patten

Lincoln

1880
0- Samuel N. Campbell

Cherryfield

H- Charles A. Rolfe

Princeton

Joseph T. Hinckley

Bluehill

Ebenezer Sproul

Veazie

Frederic Robie

Gorham

Reuben Chadbourne

Ho. Berwick

Penobscot

Mark A.McLaughlin

Carmel

Charles P. Emery

York

Geo. Wo Toothaker

Pownal

Alden Bradford

Washington

William 0« Hill

H oy/land

Edward Jewett

Sangerville

S- Levi B. Petten

1881
0- Samuel N. Campbell

Cheeryfield

H-- James T* Cushman

Ellsworth

Joseph T, Hinckley

Bluehill

Hiram Blanchard

Eastport

Frederic Robie

Gorham

Emery F. Joy

Union

Penobscot

George We Donnell

Biddef or el

Ezra L. Pattangall

Washington

Franklin W. Folsom

Oldtown

George Parcher

Andro sc oggin

Roswell L. Crosby

Whiting

Abial P © Loud

Hampden

S- Stephen Jennings

continued
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1883-4
C- Sila,s 0. Hatch

H- Benjamin F. Kilby

Bangor

Eastport

Nicholas Fessenden

Ft. Fairfield

Elisha T. Holbrook

Vanceboro

W. W. Bolster

Auburn

Lewis Simpson

Milford

Penobscot

Marnes E. Chase

Litchfield

Chas, McLaughlin

Cumberland

Ohas, H, Prescott

Biddeford

Joseph Smith 4th

York

Hosea B. Eaton

Camden

John H. Jameson

Waldoboro

Sererus H. Rodick

Eden

S- James Weymouth

1885-6
C- Augustus R. Bixby

Skowhegan

H-

Lambert Sands

debec

W i11iam L . Dunham

Madrid

Silas C, Hatch

Bangor

Benjamin Bussy

D ixmont

Waldo

Joseph Parsons

Kennebunk

Washington

A. F# Lewis

Orono

Virgil D. Sweetland

Palmyra

Daniel Qote

Biddeford

Erza L. Pattangall

Pembroke

S- Joseph R. Hears
Seward B. Hume

Elisha E. Parkhurst Aroostook

1887-8
0- A. B. Sumner

Lubec

H-

William H. Hunt

Liberty

David W, Varney

Lebanon

George H, Warren

Oastine

George W. Mason

Orland

Penobscot

Eli Hodgkins

Greene

Alfred W. Rich

Waldo

James H. Littlefield Prospect

Ansel L. Lumbert

Arrostook

Orville S. Sanborn

Standish

Cornelius Horigan

Biddeford

S- Francis M, Simpson
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1889-90

0” A« Lo Lumbert

H- Ezra L . Pat tangal1

Houlton

Pembroke

Tobias Lord

Standish

Edward W. Vickery

Glenburn

James t .

Limington

James Edgecomb

Hiram

Washington

Isaac Plummer

Brunswick

George W. Collins

Aroostook

John Wentworth

Kittery

Gershorn F. Burgess

Knox

Daniel Cote

Biddeford

Ohesley H. Whitten

Lee

Brackett

S- Henry Nash

1891-2
0- Parker Spoffard

Bucksport

H-

A* G. Dole

Orrington

Marquis F. King

Portland

Wm* G. Harriman

Meddybemps

James F. Brackett

Limington

James S. Morse

Rumf ord

S- Frederick A. Powers Aroostook

George F. Taft

Gouldsboro

John 0« Rogers

Washington

Chesley H. Whitten

Lee

Isaac W. Sherman

Knox

Halsey H. Monroe

Thomaston

Otis 0. Nelson

New Gloucest'

1893-4
0- Waldo Pettengill

Rumford

H- Co Eugene Wescott

Gorham

Fred Atwood

Winterport

James H. Littlefield Prospect

Lemuel G. Downes

Calais

Albert J„ Durgin

©rono

W aldo

James J. Abborr

Sumner

Calvin Bradford

Penobscot

Davis W* Rollins Jr. Whitneyville

Ransford W. Shaw

Aroostook

Chas. A. Fogerty

Cushing

Albert L. Mudgett

Belfast

S- Isaac H. Jackson

COMMITTEE Oil IHDIAH AFFAIRS

continued

18

1895-6
H- Albert G. Dole

Orrington

Charles F. Dagget

Presque Isle

Edward S. Marshall

York

Chas Fo Moulton

Sanf ord

Herbert L. Shepherd

Rockport

A, S. Hapgood

Waterford

■ Martin L. Reynolds

Kennebec

L* S* Lombard

Concord

Ransford W. Shaw
William M. Cook

Da,vis W. Rollins Jr Whitneyvilie

Aroostook

Alexander M* Carroll

Cumberland

Jerome W. Peasley

Tolrnan

Jonesport

1897-8
Elmer P. Spofford

Deer Isle

H-

W. R. Pattangall

Machias

Voranus L. Coffin

Harringt on

Alexander M. Tolman Carroll

Henry W. Mayo

Hampden

P. P. Larrg/bee

Sebago

Edgar S. Weeks

Penobscot

Carl 0. King

Oaribou

Edgar A, Wyman

Y/ashington

Henry W. Golden

Belgrade

Henry C • Sharp

Aroostook

James E. Coffin

Shapleigh

Fred B. Violette

Van Burén

1899-1900
H- Stephen T. Peabody

Princeton

Don A«, H. Powers

Houlton

John F. Hill

Augusta

Co 0. King

Oaribou

Albert G, Blunt

Skowhegan

David Carr

Oldtown

L. D. Dudley

Washington

Francisco Colburn

Windsor

James Adams

Penobscot

Geo M. Esty

Rangeley

Henry 0. Sharp

Aroostook

A. D«> HacFaul

Machias

Pitt H. Jones

Springfield

CONSTABLE

An Act authorizing the Governor to appoint special officers
to enforce police regulations among the Indian tribes of the
State«

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Legislature assembled, as follows:
Sec. 1.

rhe governor with the advice and consent of the

council, is hereby authorized to appoint one or more reliable and
well commended Indians, without pay, in each of the Indian tribes
inthis state, as special constables with like powers and duties
of constables and police officers, within towns and cities,
th

in

enforcement of the laws of the state, within the limits of

the reservation of his tribe, with authority to take any offender
before any court of competent jurisdiction, within his county.
Sec. 2

Said constables shall be appointed for one year,

and may be removed at any time by the governor,
Approved March 4, 1085.
Gh. 493

P & fi. L. 1885
An Act to amend. Chapter four hundred and ninety-three

of the Private and Special Laws of eighteen hundred and eightyfive, as relating to the Penobpcot Tribe of Indians.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of representatives in
Legislature assembled, as follows:
Sec. 1.

At the biennial election of the Penobscot tribe of

Indians for choice of governor and lieutenant governor and re
presentative to the State legislature,

the party voting at such

election shall also choose a member of said tribe to be a policeman.
The agent of said tribe shall certify such choice to the governor

CONSTABLES-
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of this state and the council,

the governor shall issue a com

mission to the person thus chosen,

said commission to he for

the term of two years from the date of such election.

In the

enforcement of the laws of this state within the limits of the
reservation of said tribe, said policeman shall ha.ve like powers
and duties with constables and policemen within towns and cities,
and authority to take any offender before any court of competent
.jurisdiction within his county.

He shall receive from the

contingent fund of the state a. sakary of fifty dollars each
year.
Sec. 2

Such policeman may be removed at any time by the

governor of the state,
such policeman,

m

case a vacancy exists in the office of

or the choice at said biennial election is not

ratified as above provided,

a new election therefore by the same

party shall be called by the agent in the same manner as provided
for said biennial elections;

but the term of the person com

missioned to fill such vacancy shall terminate with the end of
the original term.
Sec. 3

Chapter four hundred and ninety-three of the private

and special laws of this state, enacted in the year one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-five, shall not hereafter apply to the
Penobscot tribe of Indians.
Sec. 4

The agent of said tribe shall call a special election

for the choice of a policeman under this act, the first Tuesda
in December after this act shall take effect.
Approved,
Ch. 49

P & S.L.

1899

February 23, 1899
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An act to Regulate Certain Internal Affairs of the
Passamaquoddy Tribe of Indians.
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 2.

Police officers to act as attendance officers.

It shall be the duty of the police officer at Pleasant Point and
at Peter Dana's Point, in addition to the regular duties of his
office, to act as a school attendance officer.
officer

Said police

shall receive the salary provided in the appropriation

made by the legislature, and fifty dollars in addition thereto
at Pleasant Point, and twenty-five dollars at Peter DAnars
Point, in consideration of the extra duties herein provided for.
Such salary and such additional sum shall be payable by the
agent quarterly, but no such payment, shall be made unless it
shall appear from the records of attendance at tie school in
the reservation in which the police officer is acting, that the
attendance at

the school shall have

two-thirds of

the total registration of children of school age,

as defined by

the laws of the State

for which payment
epidemics,

Is due;

provided

been maintained at not lessthan

of Maine, during the quarter
that absences caused by

regular school holidays and the necessary absence of

pupils from the reservations shall not be counted against the
said attendance average.

Said sums for attendance officers

shall be paid out of the appropriations for the Passamaquoddy
Tribe of Indians.

q

Approved
Ch. 176

P & S. L.

1921

Sec.

2

April 8, 3^21
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GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS FOR POLICEMEN*
YEAR
1885

PERSON

PENOBSCOT TRIBE

Total
Exp.
Term
Sal. Ap p r . A g t . Rep.
....................... ........... ............................ , none
May 27

Joseph Nicolar

RESIDENCE

Oldtown

1

h

1

1895 D ...........................
Dec 30

Nicholas Sockbesin

Dec 30

John T. Ranco

it

1

ti

1

it

2

1896 ............ ................
1897

.... ........ ...............
Feb. 17 Charles D. Mitchell
Feb

17 Sebattis S. Tomar

1898 ...... ....... ........... . .
May

27 Peter J. Loring

1899

........................... .

1900

........... ...........
Mar 20

1901

Nicholas Sockbesin

............................

f 50.

Jan. 15 Charles D. Mitchell
1902 ...................... ......

50

1903 ................... .........

50

1904 ....... ............... .

50

Apr. 25 Frank Lewis
Dec. 31 Charles D. Mitchell

it

2

it

2

1905 ...... .....................

100

1906

............................

100

1907

...... .....................

100

Dec. 31 Joseph D. Mitchell
1908

100

........................... .
Dec. 29 John T. Ranco

ti

2

from Jan 1 1909

CONSTABLES
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Appointments for policemen
Year
1909

Person

Penobscot Tribe
Residence

Total
Exp.
Sal. Appr. Agt. Rept.

Term

.... o ........ ................. ...................... .

$100

1910 ................... ....... ....... ....... .......---- -

100

Dec. 29 Newell H. Tomer
Resigned
1911

Oldtown
N o v . 1, 1912

to

..... .................................. ......... .....
Dec. 14

Joseph D. Mitchell

u

200

none did not qualify

1912 ...... ....... ........... .............................
Dec. 19

Henry Francis

u

200

2

1913 ................................ .......................
Sept 18

Dec. 30

200

200

Peter M Neptune
Resigned Dec. 15, 1913

11

to Nov. 5 1914-

Charles D. Mitchell

"

"

"

1914 ............................. .................... .....
Nov. 30

$200

James Lewis

“

H

200
193.33

2

1915 .......................................................

250

250

1916 .......................................................

250

199.67

1917

June 28

Joseph Dennis J.r ( New Party)

M

to Nov. 3 1916

Nov. 29

Herbert Ranco

u

2

. ............................................ .........

300

1918 ............................. .......... ...............

300

300

300

255.83

Nov. 27
1919

11

2

................................................ .......
Sept 10

1920

Newell Tornar

Frank Lewis

u

to Dec. 1920

........... .................. ................... ......
Dec. 30

1921
1921-2

Nicholas S. Solomon

"
half year

300

to Dec. 1922
150
300

CONSTABLE
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Appointments for pchlicemen
Year

Person
Dec. 22

Penobscot Tribe
Residence

Francis Neptune
Resigned Feb. 87 1924

Term

Total
Sal. Aonr.

to Nov. 7, 1924

Oldtown

1922-3 ................................................ ...

$300

1923-4 ................................................ ...

300

1924-5 ................................................ ..

300

1925-6 ........................ .

300

Dec. 31

Francis Ranco

2 years from 1st hues,
Nov. 1926

11

................................................

300

1927-8 ....................... .........................

300

1928-9 ................................................

300

1926-7

July 20

Joseph Dennis

Jr.

2 years from 1st lues.
Nov 1928

"

1929-30 ..............................................

300

19 30-1 ...............................................

300

1931-2*#............. ................................

300

Dec. 28

-5Î-

Nicholas Solomon

"

2 years from first 'hues.
Nov. or till successor
qualifies.

In the Governor's Commissions for Penobscot tribe tl.e officer is designated
as a Special Constable until 1900, Policeman thereafter.

**

Exp.
Agt.Rept.

This particular commission found in

Big Six, Office Sec. of State.

The rest from Miscellaneous Commission Books, Vol. 8.

( Checked.

Other material may come to

1 :ght, however,
c oímolote

DS)

so this may be in-
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GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENTS FOR SPECIAL CONSTABLE?

PASSAMAQUODDY

TRIBE•
Year

1891

1892

Person

Residence

Mar.

19 Thomas Bailey

Apr.

14 Gabriel

Tomah

Pleasant Pt.

4

Peter

4

Dana Pt.

.... .......... .......... ...... ....... .
.

$20

.................
Apr.

Apr.

1897

12 Joseph Sockabasin

Pleasant Point

25 Joseph D. Sockabasin

1

Mar.

5

Joseph D. Sockabasin

Mar.

5

Gabriel

1

Tomah

"
Peter

Dana Pt.

20
1
1

............... .......... .......... .......................

June
1898

"

20

...... ................................... .

June 28

Joseph D. Sockabasin Pleasant Point

28 Gabriel

Tomah

Peter

Dana Pt.

Jose h jj. Sofekbasin
did not qua1ify

Pleasant Point

50

1
1

..................... ................................. ......
july 27

50

1

1899

............... .................... ......... ..............

50

1900

..... ........... ................................... ......

50

1901

....................................... ....................

50

Feb. 27

P.

none

1895 ................... ................... .

1896

Yearly
Sal. Appr.

.... ........ ............. ..............

1895
1894

Term

Peter Neptune

Princeton

1

1902 .......... ..................................................

50

1903

50

P.P

continued
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Appointments for policemen
Year

P e r s on
M a r . 18

Peter J. Newell

Apr. 17

Newell Lewey

8

May

Joseph D. Sockbasin

Residence

Pas samaquoddy tribe
Term

Princeton

1

M

1

Perry

Yearly
S a l . anor

1
fik

1904

BO

P.P.

1905 ........................... ............... .............

100

P.P

1906 .............................................. ..........

100

P.P.

1907

................................................... .

100

P.P.

1908

.........................................................

ion

P.P.

May

26

James Lewey

Perry

1

1909

P.P.
Perry

1

Apyil. 29 James Lewey

Perry

1

June 16

Perry

May

27

Sabattis Mitchell

100

1910

P.P.
P.P.

1911
Sapiel Mitchell

1

1912
Jan. 18

Sylvester Gabriel

Perry

Sylvester Gabriel

Perry

1

1914

1915

P.P.

100

P.P.

1

1913
Peb. 5

100

X00.

100

1

Feb. 5

Lewy Nicholas
deceased

Peb 23

George Dana

Princeton

1

Mar. 25

Sopiel Dana

Perr;y

1

Perry

P.P.

100

P.P.
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Appointments for pòlicemen
Year

Person

Apr. 12

James Lewey

Nov. 24
Nov

24

Passamaquoddy tribe

Residence

•

Term

Perry

1

Peter F. Neptune

Princeton

1

Sopiel Socabie

Perry

1

1916

......................................................

1917

.........................................
Aug. 28

Joe Nicholas

Pleasant Point

1

Aug. 28

Peter P. Neptune

Peter Dana

1

Pt.

Yearly sal.
appr.

1918 .................. ...................... ............
1919

Peb. 26

Peter P. Neptune

Peter Dana Point

1

Peb. 26

Peter P. Mitchell

Pleasant Point

1

Aug.

Everett Sockason

Peter Dana Point

1

1920 ...........................................
1921

Mar. 8

Sopiel Dana

Pleasant Point

1

Mar. 8

Francis P. Sockoby

Peter Dana Point

1

1921- 2 .................................................. . .

Mar. 24

George Socktomah
lienry Sockason

Peter Dana Point
Pleasant Point

Sopiel Socoby

Nov 16

Horace Lola

Peter Dana Point

May

David Sopiel

Pleasant Point

1

Pleasant Point

Horace Lola

May

Sebattus Mitchell

21

Peter Dana Point
Pleasant Point

P.P.
Dana
P.P.
DANA

150 P.P.
50 DANA

1
150 P.P.
50 Dana

1
1
1

1923- 4 ................................................
Nov. 15

P.P.

1

1922- 3 ...................................................
Oct. 6

100

150
50
75
25

................... . . half year >-•*-•£. ................ .

Aug. 30

P.P.

100 P.P.
50 Dana
150 P.P.

...... ...... ..........................................

6

$ 100

150 P.P.
1
1

^ Dana

CONSTABLES
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Appointments policemen
Person

Year

Passamaquoddy tribe
Residence

Term

Yearly
Sal. appr.
$150 P.P.
50 Dana

1924-5
Feb. 19

Joe Nicholas

Pleasant Point

Peb. 19

Sopiel Dana

Peb. 19

George Bassett

Peb. 19

Isaac Sabattis

Peter Dana Point

1

Peb. 19

David Sopiel

Pleasant Point

1

ti

it

h

h

1
1
1

150 P.P.
50 Dana

1925-6
Mar. 25

Peter Dana Point

l

Pleasant Point

1

Apr. 22

Isaac Sabatis
did not qualify
Sopiel Dana

Apr. 22

Leo/ Francis

it

it

1

Ap r . 22

George Basset
did not qualify

it

it

1

150 P.P.
50 Dana

1926-7

May 20

George Bassett

Pleasant Point

1

1927-8

200 P.P.
50 Dana
O c t . 10 Peter Lewey

Peter Dana Point

1

O c t . 10 Charles Lacoot

Princeton

1

June 15 George Bassett

Pleasant Point

1
200 P.P.
50 Dana

1928-9
J a n . 24

Michael Tomah

Peter Dana Point

1

June

David Sopiel

Pleasant Point

1

5

500 both

1929-30
P e b . 12

Michael Tomah
did not qualify

Peter Dana Point

c ontinued

CONSTABLE
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Appointments policemen
Year

Person

1930-1

Passamaquoddy tribe
Residence

Term

Total sal.
ap p r .

...
5

Aug.

David Sopiel

Pleasant Point
Peter Dana Point

Sept •15

Francis Tornah

D e c . 10

Francis Tomah

1
1

W

II

tl

1

1931-2 ... .
Aug, 5

Peter Bailey

Pleasant Point

Jan 20

Wallace Lewy

Pàter Dana Point

1

Pleasant Point

1

1932-3 ....
Sept 1

Peter Bailey
did not qualify

u

O c t . 20 Peter Bailey
Jan

31 Wallace Lewy

it

Princeton

1
1

1933 4 ... .
M a r . 10

David Sopiel

Perry

1

Mar . 10

Wallace Lewy

Princeton

1

( Checked. Possibly more information to be
found elsewhere,

In 1885-6 -8-90
for police,
Report

so this may prove incomplete.)

The Agent of the Passamaquoddy tribe reported the need

and a lock-up.

in 1890 the following extract from the A g e n t ’s

" I am supported by the prominent members of the tribe in the belief

that the good of the whole requires services of a special Constable,
erection of a lock-up.

the

Recommend that Constable be ap eointed. . .*"

The report of 1892 mentions the importance and efficiency of the Indian
police officer, and reccommends that a salary 'f §20 be allowed, as the police
receives nothing unless he takes the prisoners to hastport for trial.

CONSTABLE

continued

12

The Agent reported in 1894 " Police officer . . . . cannot be
dispensed with at Pleasant Point.
cellent officer, courageous,

Present incumbant is an ex

cool, intelligent, above the average,

commands respect of his people and is obeyed by them.
The 1912 report on police follwws:

"

Early ih the year

at Pleasant Point, Sylvester Gabriel was appointed police officer,
by the Governor and Council, at Augusta.

He has been a faithful

officer, and has faithfully performed his duties, and his activity
outside of his official duties has been great, as many improvements
at the Point bespeak.

Early in the year through his assistance

and that of members of the Tribe 1 was able to put up two miles of
telephone line thereby connecting the Point with the New England
lihe, and installing an instrument at the Convent and one at Joe
Socobasins for the use of the public, which is a great improvement.
1 gave Mr. Gabriel charge of the hall a ~'d with the rental i instructed
him to make necessary repairs.

He did so, and also procured some

street lamps and put them up about the Point.
for the school

He also got a flag staff

building and i furnished him with a flag.

Tomah is Police at Peter Dana's Point."

Miscellaneous Commission Books
Agents Ueports

Sabbatus

council

reports

DUTY ON CANADIAN INDIAN GOODS To the Lieutenant Governor of Maine, United States, Your
Exeellency,
We, the Indians of Kingsclear Reserve, York County, N.B,
humbly lay at the feet of your Excellency the following petition
with the full assurance that it will meet with your approbation, viz;
From time immemorial it has been the custom of the Indians of
the above ¡Reserve to bring their snow-shoes and moccasins to Iioulton,
Maine, and there offer them for sale without let or hindrance on the
part of the customs authorities of that place*

For some weeks past,

however, they have been forbidden to dispose of their goods there
without paying a duty of fifty cents on each pair of snow-shoes,
and fifteen cents on every pare of moccasins.
Now, your Excellency, we think this a very great burden placed
upon us,

We are treated by every other Government in a manner

totally different from the white man,

we are governed by differ

ent laws, and are allowed certain privileges which are denied the
white man.

What little we sell in the United States cannot in any

manner interfere with the trade or business of anyone, and on that
account, we humbly ask your Excellency's kind offices in securing
this boon for us.
If you, yourself,

are powerless to grant our request, we

humbly beseech your Excellency to interest yourself in our behalf
with the Committee of Indian Affairs in the Legislature,
On our part, and. on the part of our Dominion Government, we
and they are willing to allow your Ind.ians to trade as much as they
like in our country,

Ind.eed our Government goes so far in their

relation to the Indians as to grant annually a certain amount of money

/

DUTY ON CANADIAN INDIAN GOODS -

continued
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and provisions to the Indians residing in Calais,

If, therefore,

our Government so appreciates and resoects the rights of the
Indians of a foreign country as to act thus with them, we hope,
that if your Government refuse to respect our right, that they
will be led. by at least a feeling of generosity ( which would
indeed make us grateful to them) to grat the prayer of our petition.
Hoping that our request will be complied with as soon as
possible, we have the honor to remain.
Your old servants,
The Indians of Kingsclear.

Signed on behalf of the above Indians

Chief

Francis

Deputy chief

his
x
T oilier
mark
his
x Paul
mark

Andrew

Peter Tonier
Sam

x

Jack

Brooks

x

Solomon

Councillors
Frank

x

Newell

Tomer
x

Central Kings&ihear, York Co. N.B. Canada
January 15, 1887
Senate 84

(

63

Legisl.

March 9 1887

What was the outcome of this?

LD

D.S.

)

Sappier

Education -

The Rev. iiilijah ivellogg, erected, and conducted a school in
Ferry, for the rassarnaquoddy m d i a n s in 1823.
appropriation from the state for this purpose,

ite received a small
±he school was

kept during the summer season, when most of the Indians were
in or near Ferry.

m

reading, and writing.

addition to teaching English, he taught
it ra.n for 16 weeks, with an average attendance

the first few years of twenty-five.

lie frequently clothed the

m d i a n children, with a gingham dress for the girls, and a cotton
shirt for the boys,

which pleased the Indians.

Not long after the opening of his school in 1824, the priests
influenced some of the Indians attending the Kellogg School,

to

give it up, telling them that their religion would be trifled with
if they continued.

Mr. Kellogg,

was working with the Indians,

though a Congregational minister,

as an instructor in agricultural

pursuits, and as a teacher of the English language.

He opened

his school with prayers, and singing, but after the interruption
caused by the priests, he gave up the singing and prayers, and
until 1828,

conducted his school to the best of his ability, under

very trying circumstances.
In 1828 he was forced to close his school, because the priests
had so influenced the Indians,

that they were afraid to attend the

Kellogg school, and afraid to accept either blankets or clothing
from him, because of the displeasure it would cause their priests.
From this time until 1852 no school was kept.

in 1859 there was a sehool at Peter Dana's Point, which was
kept in a room at the priest's house, with twenty-five in attendance.

continued

Education

And this same year a school was kept at Pleasant Point with thirty
five attending.

The schools at Peter’s D a n a ’s Point and Pleasant Point,

in 1862

had a very small attendance, which was due perhaps to the inferior
and inexperienced teachers.
±n 1863 thirty-one pupils attended the school at Pleasant Point,
and only seven were in attendance at Peter Dana’s Point.

The Indians of the Penobscot tribe were taught by their priests
six months out of the year.
school master mentioned.

The Rev. Virgil Barber is the first

He taught in 1830, a group of young men

and women, about twenty-five in number.
in attendance.
to them more,

The Indians were not regular

When hunting, fishing or some other occupation appealed
they dropped out of the school, and returned to it, when

the spirit moved.
teach them much.

Under these conditions,

it was very difficult to

1838-39-40 were also years when the priests were

the teachers of the Indians.
Between 1840 and 1850 there was no school.

The funds appropriated

for the Indians welfare, were not large enough to cover the exuenses
of their education, and the expenses of teaching them the art of husbandry.

Educati on

contimi ed

it being more important that the Indians should learn how to support
themselves,

in part at least, by the raising of vegetables, most of

the appropriation from the State was expended for ploughing,
seeds etc.,

harrowing,

and their education was neglected.

In 1850 a Resolve was passed by the Legislature appropriating
one hundred and twenty-five dollars M for the purpose of educating
the youth of the Penobscot tribe of Indians."
of this money to be expended for books.

Twenty-five dollars

The male school was resumed

and in 1851 the female school was resumed with twenty pupils in attendance.
Again in 1852 there was no school.

Lack of funds, being the reason

for this state of affairs.

By Resolves approved by the Governor the following amounts
were appropriated for the education of the Penobscot Indian.

1853

$

200

School at Oldtown

1854

300

ti

it

it

1857

350

it

it

it

Extracts from the Surerintending School Committee's report follow:
11 During the past year there have been 17 weeks school for the
Indians taught by a male, and 20 weeks taught by a female teacher.

The

school taught by male, and 11 weeks school by a female teacher were on
Oldtown Island

--

9 weeks by female on Ma11anawcook island.u

male teacher received 840 per month and the female teacher

The

4.50 per

week.
" The winter term of the school on Oldtown Island has now been in
operation three weeks.

45 scholars attend., of whom three read in the

Progressive fifth reader, 2 in the fourth, 6 in the third,
second,

12 in the first, 12 in the primer.

10 in the

Seven have advanced in

Education

c ontinued

Greenfief’s Common School Arithmetic to and beyond Reduction;
are studying the fundamental rules;
hooks -

4 are studying geography from

all receive oral instruction from outline maps«

they range from 6 to 35,

21

in age

A number of the scholars reside on other

Islands in the river above here, but have come here for the purpose of
attending school.

livening schools are held for the benefit of older

Indians, who are unable to attend during the day.

The usual number

in attendance on those is from 25 to 50.
"The school on Oldtown Island during the summer, was not so long
as that term has heretofore been.

This was caused by the prevalence of

the small pox in this vicinity --

the natives thinking this epidemic

w uld be more severe with them than with the whites, became so frightened
that for a. long time in the summer, not a single Indian remained on the
Island.

On account of this term being shorter, we have
«
winter term a larger amount than is usual............

had for the

" The number of Inhabitants on Mattanawcook island we considerd
sufficient to warrant establishing a school,

to be taught by a female,

at those times when the most of the Indians are at home, and the
travelling is suitable for the teacher.
Village,

through a by-path,

The distance from Lincoln

to the Island, is about two miles.

the second i erm of school on that Island.
from these schools is quite perceptible --

This is

The benefit they have derived
most of the smaller scholars

who at the commencement did not understand English, now read in the
First and Second readers.

Some older ones had previously learned to

read and cipher at the Oldtown School.
—i n

—

5!Z---------------------- (ji—

wa-s a p p i o p r l a L e d

Education
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M A school at Olarnon Island would be of some advantage, but from
the limited amount of the appropriation, we consider it of greater
importance to continue the Oldtown school In operation as much of the
year as possible, making that the principal school, than to shorten it
and establish other and smaller schools«
“ The progress made in the several schools has been as good perhaps
as in white schools of the same grade,

a .d have been well attended.

Many

of the larger ones have attended who never had before;

this is attribu

table in part to the change of advice of their Priest,

He now advises

them to attend school.

With his co-operation we may expect to see more

marked results,
" In order to form a just estimate of the difficulties under which tb
schools labor, and the advancement made,

it is necessary to keep In mind

that the school is composed of those who, outside the school house,
in their own, a different language from that there taught --

talk

that most

of the smaller scholars at the commencement of their attending school do
not understand 6ne word of English --

that they are of a roving disposi

tion, and their frequent hunts, fishings, and tours in basket-selling,
cause great interruption in their attendance at school.

Yet, notwith

standing all these difficulties, some have learned to read with ease
and fluence;

about one to every six in the tribe can read.

take weekly newspapers.
metic they learn readily.
1858

1859

A few

The first principles of geography and arith
A few have studied English grammar.
850

Oldtown school

100

Lincoln

300

Oldtown school

100

Lincoln

........ .

continued
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in March, 1859 the following Resolve was passed,
RESOLVED,

That

by the Legislature

there shall be paid to the superintending school

committee of the town of Greenbush the sum of two dollars for each and
every Indian child that shall attend the schools in said town for a term
not less than two months in each year, and that said superintending
school committee shall return the number of such scholars so attending
for said term of two months to the secretary of state;
*

and the governor

is hereby authorized to draw his warrant for such amount on satisfactory
evidence being adduced to governor and council.

The agent of the Penobscot tribd, was authorized by an Act of the
Legislature in March 1862 toulease the public farm on Orson Island
and to appropriate the accruing rents to the use of the schools of
said tribe“
The appropriations for schools follow:
1862

#

125
75

1863

125
75

1864

125
75

Oldtown
Mattanawc o ok Island
Oldtown
Mattanawcook island
Oldtown
Mattanawcook Is1and

A Resolve establishing a new school district for the Penobscot tribe
of Indians, was approved .February 20, 1865
Resolved, That there be a new school district established,

to be

called the Olamon district, composed of Sugar, Hemlock and Olarnon
Islands•
1865

125
75
50

Oldtown
Mattanawcook island
Olamon Island

continued
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$ 125

1866

Reports,

and Resolves.
pm this subject

Mattanawcook Island

50

Olamon Island

01dt own Island

75

Mattanawcook Island

50

Olamon Island

150

1868

( Council

75

125

1867

Oldtov/n Island

Oldtov/n Island

90

Mattanawcook Island

60

Olamon Island

Public and Legislative Documents,
)

(

Acts

Much more research work to be done

The work must also be condenserò

l>S)

Education
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From the Report of the State Commissioner of Education of the
State of Maine 1926
INDIAN SCHOOLS -

An effort is being made to give the Indian

children of the different tribes better educational opportunities,
ihe schools at Peter1 Dana!s Point, and Indian township, and Pleasant
Point in the town of Perry were placed by the la.st Legislature under
the supervision of the school superintendents of the unions in which
the Indian agencies are located.
vises instruction,

The local superintendent super

looks after the question of textbooks and materials

and reports to the State Commissioner of Education on general progress.
PETER D A N A ’S POINT -

The total number of children enrolled for the

last year in this school was twenty-six,
The average attendance was nineteen.
one hundred days.

twelve boys and fourteen girls.

School was maintained for only

An effort is now being made to bring the requirements up

to the standard of thirty-six weeks.
There ar

five grades in the school and the ages of the pupils

range from five to sixteen.

Two teachers are employed.

S u p t . F. A. Day in his report makes the following observation:
irThese children seem eager to learn.
except reading;.

This is to be expected on account of the dialect

which they speak among themselves.
English language out of school.
our own pupils,

They do well in everything

They do not converse in the
In some things,

they excel even

such as penmanship and neatness in number work.

This

may be 'a trait handed down as they seem to grasp these subjects more
readily than others.
"These schools are using the same textbooks as are used in the
public schools.

This year the attendance is an improvement over last,

Education

continued

but far from being perfect.

Poor attendance is caused by many reasons.

There is much sickness among them.
ing sircumstances•

The school progressed well, consider

When they can have thirty weeks at least of school

a big improvement will be made.

My bbservation of the methods of

teaching is that they are competent teachers but they have a hard task
on their hands."
PLEASANT POINT AGENCY-

The Indian children at Pleasant Point

reservation in the town of Perry are somewhat more fortunate than the
children of Peter D a n a ’s Point inasmuch as this school was maintained
for thirty-five weeks during the last year.
closing one week.

two

Lack of fuel necessitated

teachers are employed.

rhe enrollment in the

two schools was sixty-five with an average daily attendance of fiftyfour.

The absences were generally due to illness,

measles being the principal cause.

an epidemic of

One of the teachers, being a

trained nurse, rendered much valuable assistance in the homes of these
people during the epidemic.

In the spring, families began to move

away for the summer season and the attendance suffered.
The school building is in good repair and is always well kept.
The school has been somewhat hampered during the last years by lack of
books and supplies.

This was caused by an insufficient appropriation

to cover the cost of new books under law which requires that the text
books used shall be the same as those $tsed in the public schools of the
town in which the agency is located.
taught by Catholic Sisters.

These schools have always been

Sister M. Vincent and Sister M. Paula,

who had taught in these schools for many years were transferred to
other places, and their work was taken over by Sister M, Bernadine and
Sister M. Ancilla, bothe experienced teachers.

Mrs. Eunice ueale, Supt.

EDUCATION
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of Schools of the Eastport union, and who had charge of this report
makes the following comment in her report:
"The need of training in industrial arts grows greater each year.
two

of our boys have ijiust been transfered to a reservation where they

can have vocational training.

The introduction of these courses into

into the schools would do more, it seems to me, than any other one
thing for the children of Pleasant Point."
The Indian children in the Old Town Keservation are under the
direction of the S u p t . of Schools of Old Towb and after the completion
of certain grades, the Indian children may enter at will the grades of
the public schools.

PENOBSCOT INDIAN SCHOOL -

The school for the year ending July 1, 1926

has been under the direction of Sister M. Beatrice, principal and teacher
of grades 4-5-6 and sister M. Edwina,
sub 1 to 3.

assistant and teacher of grades

All pupils who complete the sixth grade are promoted to

grade seven in the uld Town Junior High School.
The text-books used in the school are the same as used in other
public schools.

No religious instruction is given during school hours.

Nine of the pupils who completed grade six in June entered Old Town Junior
High School and with one exception, are doing successful work.

The one

who failed was on trial, she was returned to the Indian School to repeat
the sixth grade.

some of the Indians make honor grades In the Junior

and Senior High Schools.

The chief shortcoming of the Indian pupils in

High School is their tendency to drop out before the completion of their
courses;

the call of the world and the desire to escape intensive

application seem to be the principal causes for failure to remain longer
in sbhool

ELECTIONS'*
The following Agent's report, was taken from the Public
Documents, of 1876, and gives some information on the elections.
IThis subject is my no means complete.)
Penobscot Tribe of Indians
" Prior to 1835, or thereabout^, as I am informed, no
elections of delegates to the Legislature were held in the Tribe.
The Governor and Lieutenant Governor had been chosen for life,
and such delegates received their appointment from the Governor
of the Tribe.

John Attian and John Neptune were holding the

respective offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor at that time,
when,

either by resignation, impeachment, or from some cause, those

offices were declared vacant, and a meeting for a new election
called, at which time Tomer Socklexis and Attian Orson were chosen
to fill the vacancies.

The result was not acquisced in by a

part of the tribe, who claimed that those offices could not be
vacated during the life of the occupants, and still considered
Attian and Neptune their legally constituted officers.

Since

that time the portion claiming Attian as Governor has been
called the "Old Party" and that portion claiming Socklexis as
Governor, the " New Party".
"This state of affairs continued until 1850 when an agree
ment was entered into and signed by the officers and principal
members of the two parties, providing 'that as John Attian and
John Neptune were chosen according to the ancient usages of the
rribe,

into their respective offices for life, that they should

remain in said offices during the remainder of their lives, and
on the decease of one or both, the vacancy should be filled by

continued
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majority vote of the male members of the tribe of twenty-one
years of age and upwards,

in meeting duly called by the Agent.

Said officers to continue for two years, and that an election
should be held every year to choose one member of the Tribe to
represent the xribe before the Legislature, and the Governor
and Council1.

This agreement was not, as 1 learn, very

sacredly kept, or even much regarded by either party, but each
continued to claim and recognize the same officers as before.
"On the decease of Governor John Attian, the old party
Immediately declared his son, Joseph Attian, his successor,
and he was duly inaugurated by them, according to ancient
Indian custom,

for life.

choice of delegates.

Elections were held annually for

Party spirit ran high and there existed

much ill feeling, which manifested itself in individual quarrels
during the year,
fight.

The

and usually at elections terminated in a general

question of term of office of Governor and Lieuten

ant Governor continued an undecided issue, discussions and
quarrels interfer/ed seriously with their general avocations;
for several weeks prior to the annual election they would con
gregate at uldtown from various distant localities,

consuming

much time and money in addit on to ordinary travelling expenses.
" Finally the Legislature, enacted a law Ih 1866 which pro
vided

'that, the Penobscot Tribe of Indians be allowed hereafter to

elect by ballot their Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Represen
tative to the Legislature on the second Tuesday of Seotember,
annually ^ changed in 1873 to first Wednesday in Nov.)

and that

the old and new party, so called shall be allowed to select from
their respective parties,

candidates for said offices,

alternately,

ELECTIONS
commencing with the old

party for the year 1867;

and the new

party shall have no voice in the selection of candidates for
said offices, and shall not vote in their election in those
years when the old party is entitled to them;

and that the old.

party shall have no voice in the selection of candidates for
sa d offices,

and no vote in their election,

the new party is entitled to them;

in those years when

and it shall he the duty

of the agent to preside at such elections*•
"Since that time their elections have been held in accord
ance with that act, without objection being made thereto until
lately.

^ach party has now held five elections of delegates,

and at each have also voted for governor and Lieutenant Governor,
abandoning the old idea of life term.
perfectly quiet and orderly, and,
judge,

such elections have been

so far as l have been able to

satisfactory tot hose participating.

"Within a few years about 15 of the dissatisfied members
from each of t he two parties have uni bed, calling themselves
the "Third .Party" or ''Outsiders’" and claim the sajfle rights that
have been granted the old arid new parties elections one third of the time.

the right to hold

At the election of 1874 held

by the old party, they having failed to agree on the nominations
ma.de as usual in caucus,

two sets of candidates were voted for;

the defeated portion then joined the "third party" in petitioning
the Legislature the following winter for the repeal of the law
of 1866, and to change the manner of conducting their elections,
and to allow the tribe to vote together and the person having
Ihe majority of votes to be declared elected.

The old party

had then held five elections and the new party but four.

These

ff
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two parties then united in presenting a remonstrance against any
such propesed change in the law affecting their elections.
petitioners were given leave to withdraw -

with no indication

as to what may he a peaceful solution. 11

( The Council Reports, Senate and House Registers, or the
Acts and Resolves, no doubt will give added information on
this subject.

DS)

The

EMPLOYMENT The Passama.quoddy and Penobscot Indian had a variety of
employments, from which to make a, choice, to earn more money
with which to supply his family with the needs of life#

Many

of them have become farmers, some of them good ones, with
large gardens, live stock, meadows, warm houses,

and good barns.

By making snowshoes, canoes, moccasins, baskets, many of them
have been able to make a decent living. Others are hired by the
lumber companies in the Spring as loggers, for the Indian is
a daring individual, and this work, out-of-doors has an appeal.
In the hunting season some are employed as guides, and are well
paid for their services.

Indian guides were employed in the

Fall of 1837, when a surveying party started out to measure the
altitude of Mr. Katahdin.

Extracts from the report of this survey

follow:
11

On reaching Oldtown, we found that the batteau would not

carry our whole party, with the necessary supplies of provi
sions, and, on that account, I purchased a birch canoe, and
hired an excellent Indian, Peol Michael, to take one of the
assistants and a part of our baggage.
11

Sept 13.

Amid pleasant scenes we are however subject to

contrasts pf a less agreeable kind, and here our Indian while
cutting wood suffered a severe accident; his hatchet accident
ally slipping, was driven deeply into his leg between the two
bones,

so as to expose the anterior tibial artery.

I was then

called upon in my surgical capacity, and having my instruments
with me, dressed his wound in the usual manner, and early the

EMPLOYMENT,
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“ next morning we took him to Matanawcook Island, where we
made arrangements with another Indian, Louis Neptune,

to

supply his place while he was recovering from his wound,
11 Our provisions having been reduced, owing to the circurn
stance^ that our journey proved much longer than we had
anticipated,

I thought it necessary to put the whole party

on a regular allowance, which was mutually agreed to. Our
Indian, Neptune, succeeded in catching half a dozen musquash,
which we were glad to share with him, and a few trout which
were also taken, and served to save a portion of our more
substantial food.
“Sept. 23rd.

The remainder of our ascent was extremely dif

ficult, and required no small perseverance.

Our Indian guide,

Louis, placed stones along the path, in order that we might
more readily find the way down the mountain, and the wisdom
of this precaution was fully manifest in the sequel,
“ When this operation was completed ( calculation of Height)
finding that it was impossible to make many geological re
searches, amid such a furious northeast snow storm, we set
out on our return from this region of clouds and snow.

Louis

declared that Pomola was angry with us for presuming to
measure the heigfch

of the mountain, and revenged himself

upon us by this storm.
“ Descending, we had nearly gone astray, and might have de
scended the wrong slide had it not been for the precautions of
Louis, who had marked our path back to the slide by which we

EMPLOYMENT,
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had ascended«
11 Descending ( October and up the Aroostook)

we found that

two Indians, Francois gear and Thomas Murray, had stopped at
the base of the mountain to hold a talk with us.

They were

on a hunting excursion for otter and beaver furs*

Learning

that we should come to some very difficult carrying pls.ces,
it was suggested that we might advantageously employ the aid
of these Indians for a few days, and I then engaged them to
accompany us to the Aroostook.

We afterwards found that

this was a most fortunate arrangement, as the voyage would
hardly have been completed without their aid, since the sea
son was far advanced, and the carrying places proved very
tedious, requiring great labor which would have delayed us
till the river froze,

11 Oct. 15*

so as to prevent our passage*

This morning we shall carry over to La Pompique

stream, by which we propose to descend into the Aroostook*
Francois, being familiar with these regions,
guide..............

is to serve as

As we descended the stream

-----

Here Francois took me into a swamp to show me a beaver house,
which is five feet high, and of a conical or dome shape, made
up of sticks and mud*

Our guide had recently destroyed the

la.st beaver of the family, so the house wa„s untenanted.
examining its structure,

On

it appeared that it was composed of

four or five stories, and had a subaqueous communication
with the little dams around ......
11 Oct 16.

Arrived at the Aroostook at 4 P.M. camped little

below the mouth of La Pompique stream ...

claimed a song

EMPLOYMENT,
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"the Indians had promised, and they gave us first a grand Te
Deum in Latin.

Strange indeed did it sound to us to hear a

Latin hymn from the sons of the forest, amid the wilderness,
where axe had never resoundedl

After this, we desired the

war dance as being more in character with the scene, and our
three Indians performed it, singing a peculiar chant in their
own language.

The Indians Francois and Thomas, having perform

ed their duty as guides and laborers in a satisfactory manner,
were paid and discharged,

since their services were no longer

required.

( The above from a report to Edward Kent,
son.

from 0. T. Jack-

Geology of public lands.

On Passamaquoddy Bay the Indians hunted porpoise by canoe,
with gun and harpoon.

The refined oil of these fish brought

in good money to the Indian.

The oil was used in the light

houses along the coast, between 1870 and 1880;

it was also

used by watchmakers in their delicate mechanisms.

The Passa-

maquoddy Indians also found employment in loading and unloading
vessels., at Pembroke, Me.

The Indians of Peter Dana* s Point

take parties fishing to Grand Lake Stream, and are well paid for
their time, and the use of their canoes

( 1875)

Public and Legislative Documents
Gonne il Reports

FAMILY

FERRY
The Indian ferry across the Penobscot River at Old Town
was established by grant of Legislature in 1913.
by the Penobscot tribe of Indians.

It is maintained

The ferryman is elected by

majority vote of the members of the tribe at their annual meeting
and he receives one half the total gross receipts for operating
the ferry.
Members of the Penobscot tribe of Indians pay a toll of two
cents, all other passengers paying five cents.

The rate of toll

for freight or baggage is established by the tribe at their an
nual election.
The net receipts from operating the ferry, after paying the
ferryman and. the necessary upkeep of the ferry, are used for the
repair and construction of roads, walks and bridges on the reser
vation.

public and Legislative D.
Acts and Resolves

1913

1913

Finances---

(

the material in the Treasury Department ha.s not been

touched.

There is a much work to be done here.

DS)

PUR TRADE

That the Indians carried on a considerable business in
trading furs is evident from the following extract found in the
Agent’s report of the Penobscot tribe, 1826:
In the prosecution of this business * I have considered
myself as the guardian of the whole tribe,

I have attended

to the sale probably of $3000 worth of l,lurr have settled
their accounts

• . . . ......

On the 29th and 28th day of May

I attended to the sale of 660 dollars worth of Furr, settled
ten accounts and reclaimed their pawns, and changed their
bills into specie.......... "

Council Reports

Gunasquamekook

( ’long, gravel bar joining the island.’ )

A former Passamaquoddy vi la>_e on the site of St, Andrews
IT,B . , on Passsjnaquoddy Bay.

The Indians were dispossesed by

the whites, and were finally settled at Pleasant Point, Maine.

To be governor of the tribe is to hold an honorary office.
In former, years a man was elected for life, and at his death the
tribe elected another governor.

About 1835 a*new party*

veloped,

They elected & Governor and

in the Penobscot Tribe.

Lt. Governor

de

Tomar Socklexis, and At tear. Orson, and from that

time until the death of John Attean, these two men
the leaders of the ’hew party1.

represented

After the death of John Attean

the politics of the tribe became more settled, the new party
holding- the election and offices for two years, and the old party
holding: the same, the following two y e ars, elections to take place
on the even years.

It was sometime before this system was perfected,

The elections at one time were very stormy, but todays election
causes very little excitement.

References on 1 governors*

Council Reports
Governor* s hessages
P u b 1ic Do cument s
Record of Letters

t

'

,

1

I
è

GOVERNORS .
Pass amaquoddy

Penobscot
Gov.
1816

Gov.

Lo. Gov.

John At'tean

ii

n

it

if

ii

ii

ii

ii

n

ii

n

ii

1824

ii

ii

ii

ii

1825

ii

ii

ii

ii

1826

ii

ii

ii

it

1827

ii

ii

ii

1828

it

n

ii

1829

ii

ii

ii

1830

ii

ii

ii

1831

ii

ii

if

1832

ii

ii

it

1833

ii

ii

ii

1834

ii

ii

u

ii

1831

if

1882
1823

ii

John Neptune
ii

1880

Lt. Gov.

Francis Joseph Neptune
ii

ii

u

ii
ii

ii

if

Fr? ;>cis J ) eph Neptune died
1 arch 1834 end he was succeeded
by John Francis Gov.

and

Newell Neptune
Lt. Gov.
1835

»

n

ii

ii

ii

1836

"

n

ii

n

ii

1837

"

II

il

If

II

1838

«

if

ii

ii

ii

1839

11

ii

ii

ii

ii

1840

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

c ontinued

GOVERNORS

Pas samaquoddy

Penobscot
L t . Gov.

Gov.
1841

J ohn Attean

(0.P. )

L t . Gove rnor

Gov.

J ohn Neptune (O.P. )

Newell Neptune

J ohn Francis

1843 ‘

m

ii

il

ii

ii

ii

ii

1843

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

1844

n

ii

ii

ii

ii

n

ii

ii

1845

ii

ii

ii

ii

n

ii

ii

ii

1847

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

it

ii

1848

ii

ii

ii

ii

1849

ii

u

ii

ii

Inspection of toe Council Reports from this period to

ii

1867 will

orobebly give the names of the Governors, which have not been located
by perusal of the Public Documents.

18G?

Joseph Attean

( DS)

Saul Neptune

John Francis

1868

"

"

1889

"

"

1870

"

"

1871

"

"

1873

"

"

11

11

1873

Attian Orson
( her.

1874 a special election was held to fill the office of

Lt. Gov., made vacant by the death of Attian Orson.
1874

Newell Neptune

3ockbes in Swas s ian

Pub. Doc.)

(elected to finish year)

GOVERNORS

-

P enobscot

Pas samaquodcly

John Francis

John Neptune

1374

3abatis J .Hitcbe11

1875

Susup Socklexis

1876

Sabatis J. bitche11

Lt. Gov.

Gov.

Lt. Gov.

Gov.

(i

n

h

3 ockbe s in Swass ian

8 eImo r e F ra n

John Neptune

Newell Neptune

e

is

n

Peter Seimore

Saul Neptune

Toraer Attian

( Tomer Attian died Dec.

34

)

Stephen St a n is1aus
il

il

1877

Jose o h Su sup S o ckl ex is
S o ckbe s in Swas s ian

1878

31 ephen St an i s1aus

Saul Neptune

1879

S o c kbe son Swas sian

Froncis Sockalexi s/uitche1 Newell

n

n

Newell Neptune
Andrew Lewy

1880

Stephen S tan is1aus

Saul Neptune

Newell Joseph

1832

S oc kbe son Swassian

3wassen F. S u sup

Noel L. Dana

1884

Stephen Stani slaus

Saul Neptune

Lewy Francis

1886

J o s ep h F r anc i s

Francis Socklexis

Newell T. Lolah

Toma Da.no,

1383

Saul Neptune

Sebattis Dana

Joseph Lolah

Joseph Sabatis

1890

Joseph Franci s

F rancis Socklexis

Peter J. Newell

•Jalla.ce Lewy

1093

S eb at t i s M . F r an c is

1894

Francis P. Socklexis

1893

S ebatt is Francis

Louis P. Sock

S aba 11 i s Jos eph

Lewy b itche11
pie rp oie 8 0 1 1 is

Newell Socoby

John Saul

( Further information will be found in the Council Reports from
this time to 1934

)

HEALTH AND DISEASE

Yw*o-k
C , « . Cj J V C L i i “

HEALTH OFFICER Acts and Resolves 1921
Ch. 176

sec 3

188

Health officers provided for.

The duty

of caring for the health of the residents, and for the general
sanitation of the reservations at Pleasant Point and at Peter
Dana's Point,

shall he vested in a person who shall he appointed

by and hold office during the pleasure of the governor and
council, and who shall exercise all the powers, rights and
privileges of a local hoard of health and health officer, as
defined by the laws of the State of Maine.

Said person shall

have received training equivalent to that of a graduate nurse
or of a nurse Sister of the Order of Sisters of Mercy and shall
receive as compensation not less than five hundred dollars per
year, to he paid out of the appropriation for the Passamaquoddy
Tribe of Indians.

Said person shall, as nearly as may he,

spend two-thirds of his or her time at the reservation at Pleasant
Point, and one third at the reservation at Peter Dana's Point;
and shall at all times act under the direction of the State Com
missioner of Health.

Miscellaneous Commission records of the Governor over this
period 1921-

to date do not have any Commissions appointing

Health Officer, and no ment on of appointment of Health Nurse
is found in the Records of Council 1921 to date, hut in 1925
in the Journal and Register of Council:
“

Transfer of ' For services of Nurse' $ 250. to

Medicine and Medical attendance, authorized
Recommended by state auditor 11

Ch. 89 Resolves 1923

and

11 Balance of appropriation for Nurse $> 166.67 current

continued
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2

account Passamaquoddy Tribe transfer to distressed poor
account."

From the Acts and Resolves 1921 to date

- appropriations.

Pass ama quo ddy Tribe.
1921- 2

Services of Nurse

1922-

3

1923- 4

f>

500

"

"

11

500

"

"

11

500

"

1924-

5

"

M

1925-

6

"

M

!i

500

1926- 7

n

u

"

500

1927- 8

"

"

"

500

1928- 9

•'

"

"

1927- 8

u

u

n

1928- 9

"

"

M

1929- 30

,r

"

n

500

u

"

u

500

1930-

1

500

Pleasant Point

124.24 Peter Dana Pt.
124.24

"

No appronriations further in Acts and Resolves
Penobscot Tribe
1923- 4

Services of Nurse

$ 500

1924- 5 •

it

M

it

500

1925- 6

H

It

it

500

1926- 7

II

II

it

500

Transfer to Medical attendance and Medicine 1923

"

u

HEARSE

l Statement of facts)

Two years ago about a dozen of us ladies, residents of
Indian Island, Old Town, Maine, began a campaign to raise
enough money to buy a proper hearse for tie Penobscot Tribe,
on said island.

We have raised In that time, by the hardest

work, a little over two hundred dollars and we now need two
hundred fifty dollars additional to purchase the hearse and
suitable covering for horse.

We are asking you to give us

a special appropriation for this sun because we do not want
all our toil and sacrifice to come to nothing.

We are unable to

raise anything further through government activities and our
own tribe entertainments, yet we feel that a jigger wagon is
not at all suitable

or decent to convey the bodies of our

dear dead to their last resting place.

House

123

79

Legisl.

Feb. 1919

MHD

ID

( This was picked up in hunting up another subject.
is more to be done, before this is complete.

DS

)

There

Houlton and Baring Road

t

Insanity

In 1876 an Indian was discharged from the State Hospital
for the insane wholly cured.

In 1878 Peter Mitchell,

The amount expended was $ 105,

an Indian was committed to the

State Hospital for the Insane.

( Material not complete

He died there in 1880*

)

È

ISLANDS

-

There are one hundred and forty six islands in the Penobscot
River, belonging to the Penobscot Tribe,

containing 4482 acres,

rwenty-six of these are within the liflits of the town of Oldtown
and contain 1949 acres.
More than half the remainder are within a circle of 10 miles
of Oldtown.
Oldtown Island, the principal village of the Penobscots
contains two hundred and ninety-three acres.

Orson Island 1438 acres,

224 acres of which belonged to the Public Farm.
From the nand Agent1s report of 1835, found in the Public
and Legislative documents the following extract was taken:
1 Several small islands, in Oldptown Falls, are held by the two
States fpr the benefit of the Penobscot Indians.

Richard H. Bartlett

and James Purinton, in the month of July last, obtained a deed from
the Indians,

of three of these Islands,

( Islands 4-5-6) reserving

to said Tribe the right of taking shad and alewives,
had ever made of them.

the only use they

The right thus conveyed, was bought in by the

Agents of the two States,

and these Islands were sold at public auction,

at Bangor, the eleventh day of October, for $ 7550............ •

(

Much more research to be done on this subject,

just notes.

DS )

The above

continued

ISLANDS

Prom the report of the Commissioners on the Affairs of the
Penobscot and Passamaquoddy Indians who were appointed under a
Resolve of March 15th, 1862 we have the following information:
,l There are certain islands in the Penobscot river to which
our attention has been called by the Indians.
^ 1st.

A cluster of islands,

five in number, called Grassy

Islands, and situated near the foot of Orson Island, and between
Oldtown Island and Marsh Island.
« These islands are so low down and near the mills at Oldtown
that they are very valuable for their shore privileges and for the
facilities they afford for securing and holding logs.

Bebulon

Bradley, under a warrant from the Surveyor General of the State,
dated Jul;y 14, 1835, surveyed the islands in the Penobscot river
between Oldtown and Mattawamkeag, being in all 146, and these
Grassy Islands are numbered 7,8,9,10, 11 on his plan returned to the
Land office, Nov. 18, 1835.
(l

The Indians claim that these islands belong to the fenobscbt

tribe,

and that therefore they should have them to mow and cultivate,

and that the shore privileges appertaining should be rented for their
belief-'t.

Until within a few years, as we are informed,

the Indians

have mowed the little grass upon them without opposing claim, and in
other respects treated and regarded these islands in the same way as
their other islands in the river.

But General Veazie now claims to

own them as we are advised, deriving title under a joint deed from
the Land Agents of Maine and Massachusetts of 20th June,

1837, to

Nathaniel Lord, recorded in Penobscot Registry of Deeds,

in Book 91,

p 490 and has ousted the Indians of their possession.

continued

ISLANDS

" It may be justice to the Indians and policy in the State,
the title of these islands should be judicially settled.

that

The conveyance

to Lord is a release deed and with a further caveat as to title.
Land Agents refer to Kesolve of Massachusetts of 13th February,

The
1829, and

of Maine of the 3rd of March, 1829, as their authority for deeding.
"The Resolve of Maine of 3d of March, 1829, authorizes the Land
Agent of Maine jointly with the Land Agent of Massachusetts, to quit
claim "all porperty of said States."
to same import.
Resolves?

The Resolve of Massachusetts is

Do these islands come within the description of the

If they do, were they the undivided property of Maine

and Massachusetts, or did they belong to the Indians?
" By the treaty of 29th June 1818, before the separation of Maine
from Massachusetts, recorded in the Penobscot Registry of Deeds,

Book 4,

P 195, and confirmed, and its obligations assumed by the treaty of 17th
of August, 1820,

the Indians were guaranteed the undisturbed use of all the

islands in the Penobscot River above Oldtown,
So that, if the Indians,

and including Oldtown Island.

as may, perhaps, be well contended, had not so

used and improved these islands before,

as under Colonial and

State legislation and treaty stipulation, as to have accmired an earlier
and indefeasible title -

this gives them a right to the use and possess

ion of these "Grassy Islands" if they are above
town,

It is not the

territorially, that was referred to, for Oldtown was not then

constituted a town.
1840.

Oldtown.

It was all Orono until Oldtown was incorporated in

And if it was the Indian village at the foot of Oldtown island, or

if it was the village of whites centering near Wadleighds tavern,
it was Oldtown Falls, then,
above Oldtown,

or if

in either case, these Grassy Islands are

and belonged, not to Maine and Massachusetts, but to the

continued
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“Indians*

But if Oldtown Island was meant, then they are not above it,

but alongside of it*
nThe legislature of 1829, that passed the uesolve of 3d March, 1829,
under which the Land Agent assumed to deed these islands as undivided
property of Maine and Massachusetts, could hardly have so regarded them, for
the same Legislature, by Resolves of 2d February, 1829, authorized the
"Governor of the Penobscot tribe of Indians,

the principal chiefs and a

majority of said trive, under the advice of their Agent" to sell "Smith's
Island" above and near Oldtown Falls" as belonging to the Indians;
below "Grassy Islands."

And again, the Legislature of 1831 by Resolve

of the 19th of February. }-®31,
Island,

and

authorized the Indians to sell Pine

situated just below Oldtown Falls, the purchase money to be paid

into the State Treasury,

and there to wait the ascertainment of the fact,

whether the Island belonged to the Indians or not;

it being probably

asserted that the falls were tie “Oldtown" intended in the treaty,

and

that, therefore, Pine Island, being below, did not belong to the Indians.
"But without discussing the question of title, or further alluding to
considerations that tend to sustain or invalidate it, we content ourselves
with the expression of the opinion that the deed df the Land Agents of
Maine and Massachusetts to Nathaniel Lord, did not pass any title to the
said "Grassy Islands".
"2nd.

Nicatow Island -

which is a large Island situated just below

the junction of the Fast and West branches of the Penobscot river.

The

owners of the main land, A. 6 Range, have built a dam connecting the
South shore of the Island with the South shore of the river creating a valuable mill-privilege;
and other machinery upon it.

thereby

and they have erected saw mills

islands

continued

11 By a Resolve of 25th of February 1828, the Indians were authorized
to sell the island.

But we do not learn that it has been sold, or that

any rent is being paid for the use of it.

Nor is its use now very

valuable, but the right of the Indians to it should be asserted and
maintained, for the time will come when Nicotow will be a large village,
and this water power may be the site of factories.
"3rd.

There are Islands of considerable value both in the west

and East branches of the Penobscot river.

Do they belong to the Indians?

And there are islands of greater value in the narrow lakes through which
the west branch flows, and do they belong to the Indians?

If they do, the

State, as the guardian of the Indians, should not waive their claim to
them by an acquiescence in any adverse possession.
The shores of the lower Islands are used for the purpose of hitching
receiving and booming logs.

And these shore privileges are of great

value, and must continue to be so as long as logs in large quantities are
floated down the Penobscot.

But from improper influences that have

prevailed in the leasing of them, they pay to the Indian fund, in the
treasury of the State, only some four or six hundred dollars per year.
They ought to pay as many thousands.
under such judicious
their affairs,

And in favorable years,

and

management as private owners ordinarily bestow upon

they could, we think easily be made to do so.

.... n

The islands belonging to the Passamaquoddy Indians were assigned
and set off by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts " the islands lying and
being in the Schoodic River, between the Falls at the head of the tide, and
the Falls below the forks of said River, where the north branch and the

ISLANDS
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"west branch part, being fifteen in number and containing one hundred
acres, more or less"

also 11 Louis Island, lying in front of Indian

Township No* 2, first range,

containing ten acres, more or less”

also

"Pine island, lying to the westward of Nemcass Point, containing one hundred
and fifty acres, more or less".
Information regarding these islands belonging to the Passamaquoddy

Tribe is given in the followin report of the Commissioners on the affairs
of the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy Tribes, 1862:
"it would seem from the manner in which these islands are paraded
in the treaty - "being fifteen in number and containing one hundred acres,
more or less" -

that they must have been deemed by both parties to the

treaty as of considerable importance and value.

ne made

the boyage of

the river from “Louis Island1' to the Falls at the head of the tide, "
most of the distance in canoes with Indian boatmen,
by land.

the remaining distance

There are many more than fifteen islands in the Schoodic iiiver

between the points named in the treaty, but all those lying on the east
side of the main channel or thread of the jtiiver are within the Province
of New Brunswick,

and,

of course, were not included in " all the islands"

mentioned in the treaty.

Of the fifteen islands conveyed, very few are

now of any appreciable value.

Post of them are very small, and have

neither timber nor grass upon them.

rhe first island above “ the Falls

at the head of the tide" which tie Indians claim, lies in the Falls at
Mill town.

at . present

ibis claimed and controlled by parties living bn

the British side of the river, as being in British waters.

Very manifestly

the principal channel of the river is now between the island and the
American shore.

But the aged Indians say that before any mills or dams

were built from the island to either shore, the main channel was manifestly
between the island and the British shore.

And the same fact is affirmed

continued
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"by aged white persons living in the vicinity.

The question as to the

nationality of the island must he settled before the Indian’s title to
it can be attached.

For agricultural purposes this island was never

of any value, but lying as it doe,s, in the Falls of the River, with two
darns abutting upon it, or connected with it, on which are extensive mills
it must be of considerable value to somebody;

and if it is really the

property

of the Indians,

it would seem that the State, as the faithful

guardian

ofthe Indians and their rights, should adopt some means of

re-instating them in the possession.
"There is an island of some two or three acres in extent, between
Milltown and Baring, that would produce a fair annual crop of meadow
grass, but for the fact that it is overflowed by the dams below, for a
considerable portion of
stuff,

the season, and is cumbered with logs and drift

and trodden down by those using it for boom purposes.

We could

not learn that the Indians are in receipt of any or much of any income
from it.
"By
Island",

far the largest island of the fifteen is that called "Grass
in Baileyville.

It is some seventy-five rods in length,

from ten to thirty rods In width.

and

It is of fertile soil, and annually

produces a bountiful crop of good grass.

That it was one of the fif

teen islands conveyed by the treaty, there is no doubt in the mind of any
one who knos its situation.

But it is claimed by Mr. Granger of Calais,

as having been conveyed to William Bingham, as a part of the township
si ce called Baileyville, by deed from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
of date one year earlier than the treaty with the Indians.

The question

of title between Mr. Granger and the Indians is now in litigation,

and

will be settled probably, early in the ensuing year, by the S.J.Court.
We need not, therefore, encumber our report with any discussion of the
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11question of title*

But we may remark, in passing, that as this is

really the most valuable island of the fifteen granted in the treaty worth more, indeed, than all the other fourteen,
island at ¿vJ.11 town, of doubtful nationality the State of Massachusetts,

if we except the

it wuuld seem but just that

or the State of Maine, if she succeeded to

the liabilities of the parent State in reference to the Indians,

should

make good to the tribe any damage or loss occasioned by any failure of
title under the treaty.

We find in the ”Act and Resolves” of 1855,

a “Resolve in relation to Passamaquoddy Indian lands,” approved March
16, 1855, which relates to this very matter*

But we cannot learn

that any action has been had under it likely to lead to any result
beneficial to the Indians.

They are poor and needy, and whatever act

of justice the State intends towards them, it ought to do without another
seven years delay.
" There is an Island directly in the forks of the river,

containing

some ten or twelve acres, which the Indians claim as being one of the
fifteen.

it is under partial cultivation, and there is a man residing

upon it who claims to be the tenant of the owners of the land adjacent
between the rivers.

Whether the Island was included in the fifteen

named in the treaty, is to be d.ecided by the question whether it lies
"between the falls at the head of the tide, and the fails below the
forks of said river”.
property -

As the Indians evidently believe it to be their

as they have not been remarkably successful in deriving

income from other Islands owned or claimed by them, and as this Island
is quite remote from any roads or settlements,

and cannot be valued very

highly, we suggest whether it might not be an object for the State to make
an effort to end the dispute as to ownership, by acquiring the quit-claim
of the adjacent proprietors,

if it could be done for a reasonably small sum.
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"Louis island, said in the treaty to lie in front of the Indian
township, and "containing ten acres, more or less,” has nearly or Quite
i

disappeared from among the things that are.

The building of the dam,

at the outlet of the lake, has caused the island to he swept away.

we

hopw the' lease to the owners of the dam and mills is so far favorable
to the Indians as to compensate them for the annihilation of this Island,
which was of sufficient importance once, to give its name to this whole
locality.

"Princeton" is the corporate name of the town and village

lying south of the lake and stream, but it is much better known at home
and abroad as "Louis Island" and the railroad from here to Calais is
called the “Louis Island Railroad."
old " Capt. Lewis"

The Island has indeed disappeared --

cannot long remain, but let the name be preserved

and perpetuated....................

"

The following extract was taken from the Report of 1878:
" At the date if saud agreement the boundary line between the
United States and what is now the Province of New Brunswick vas not
established,

the United States claiming that the Magguadaic river was the

true St. Croix;

but the "Schoodic" was afterwards, in 1808, fixed upon

as the true St. Croix, and established as the correct northeastern
boundary of the United States, the thread or centrp of the river being
the true boundary.
“Some few of the fifteen islands assigned b y the said commissioners
to said tribe were beyond the ceitry of the river, and so without the
limits of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

And all Ihose islands

which were in said river between the falls at the head of tide waters, and
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the falls below the forks where the north and west branch parts, had been
conveyed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to William Bongham and
Others, as was decided by the Supreme Judicial Court of this State,
where said lands or islands are situated,
" By a resolve of legislature of the State of Maine, approved April
IVth,

1854, it was made the duty of the Agent of the Passamaquoddy tribe

of Indians to ascertain and report to the Governor and Council whether the
conditions of the treaty between the State of Massachusetts and said tribe,
executed in the year seventeen hundred and ninety-four, had been fulfilled
on the part of said State and the said tribe placed in possession of all
the lands and islands guaranteed to them by said treaty, and if not, what
part of the lands and Islands specified in said treaty had not been
conveyed, and whether they had been conveyed to other persons,

and that

the report should be laid before the next legislature of Maine........

" On the 16th of December, 1854, Bon. Joseph Granger, of Calais,
claiming one of said islands by conveyance from Wm. Bingham, instituted
an action of trespass against Peter Avery, agent of said Passamaquoddy
tribe, for taking the grass from said islands.

The defendant claims title

in the State, as trustee of said, tribe of Indians, and put into the case the
said agreement,

or treaty, between the State of Massachusetts and said

tribe of Indians.

The full court decided, as reported in Vol 64, M.R.

page 292, that the title of said island did not pass to the said xndians
because the Commonwealth or Massachusetts, had already parted with ibs
title to the same by deed to Win, Bingham,
"By an act of the Legislature of Massachusetts, entitled " An act
relating to the separation of the District of Maine from Massachusetts
proper, and forming the same into an independent State",
June 19, 1819,

it was provided,

approved

in section five, that " the new State
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“shall, as soon as the necessaipg arrangements can he made for that
purpose, assume and perform all the duties and obligations of this
commonwealth towards the Indians within the said District of Maine,
whether the same arise from treaties or otherwise;"

for which the

State of Massachusetts was to pay the “new State, the value of thirty
thousand dollars."
11 It may be questionable whether "obligation“ of this particular
kind were then understood to have been assumed by this State by the
terms of separation.

But the language is very broad,

and it having been

made a dart pf the Constitution of Maine, the tribe may fairly look to
to this State for such remuneration as they may be justly entitled to
receive for the loss they have sustained.
“The Committee therefore report

hat the following resolve

£6/

ought to pass:
“Resolved. That the governor is hereby authorized, and requested to
ascertain the value of the islands, situated in the St. Croix river,
which were conveyed, by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to the Passamaquoddy tribe of Indians in 1794, and described inthe treaty as "fifteen
in number" and also mentioned in the accompanying report, and the fair
yearly value of their use and income since taken from the tribe,

and

also the expenditures necessarily incurred in defending the title to the
lands or islands mentioned, and. report to the next legislature what sum
of money,

if any, in his opinion,

should be deposited in the state

treasury, as a trust fund, to the credit of said tribe, in full condensa
tion for the island,

their use and income, and for the expenditure

necessarily incurred, in the way above stated. "

(COUNCIL REPORTS, louse 153 57 Legislature 1878, Agents reports)
( More research work to be done, and material condensed.
DS)

KNIVES

The crooked knife,

or biketagonigan,

the most important of implements*

of the Indian, was one of

in use,

the knife was pulled

toward you, and was employed in shaving or smoothing.

xt was an

excellent tool for carving, because the end* of the blade was slightly
curved, which eliminated the chance of gouging the work.

Hvery Indian

carried a crooked knife.

The knives were made of bone, antler, shell, stone, and metal,
and were used in warfare, as well as in getting and preparing food,
some were set in lead,

others tied to the handles with rawhide or

sinews•

Handicrafts of the Indians of Maine.
Hckstorm
Bu. of Am. Ethnol

LEASES

LINCOLN ISLAND

An island in the Penobscot River
by about thirty Indians

near Lincoln occupied

Liquor

¿AO HI A3

( *bad little place« , referring to the current in

the .lachi as River.)
A village of the Passamaquoddy on the Maohias River.

I/lATTAWAMKEAG( a bar of gravel divides the water in two)

Formerly a principal Penobscot village on the Penobscot
River, about where Mattawamkeag Point now is situated.

MATTINACOOK

A band of the Penobscot who, in 1876 occupied i.iattinacook
Island, in the Penobscot River, near Lincoln*

MEDALS

MISSIONS

( the following is by no means complete.

These are really

just notes collected, while working on other material.

DS)

French Jesuit Father Peter Biard araont eh Abnaki on
M t . Deser Island 1613.
Missions established among the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot 1685
Father Sebastian Rasies at Norridgewock on the Kennebec

1695

Rev. John Lesis de Cheverus 1797-1810 both Penobscot and
Passamaquoddy tribes.
Father Romagne 1804 to 1825 with the Penobscots and Passama
quoddy s .
Rev. Ed. Demilier, a Franciscan, with the Passamaquoddy and
Penobscot tribes 1833 to 1843.
Rev. Virgil Barber
Ratigan
Armstrong
Conway
Mur p hey
Sullivan
Bapst

(

with whom were associated, Force,
Moore,

and Jesuit Father ivuguBB

Vetromile, 1855 to 1880.)
Nycolin
McFaul
Dudley
0 1Brien

In the years 1820 to 1832

Rev. Pinda Fields and liev. M r . m g r a h a m

continued
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Congregational&sts, were serving the Penobscot Tribe.

Kellogg,
tribe

Rev.

Elijah, missionary and teacher in the Passamaquoddy

1820- 1852

OLAMON

( 1 paint, usually red)

A Penobscot village occupying an island in the "’enobscot
River, near Greenbush

PENOBSCOT'S

A tribe of the Abnaki confederacy closely related to the
Norridgewock.

They formerly occupied the country on both

sides of the Penobscot Bay and river, and claimed the entire basin
of the river.
Bangor.

Their principal village is Old.town, IP miles above

A treaty of peace was signed by them in 1749.

(by no means complete)

POOR FUND

PORPOISE HUNTING*
In 1880 the Passamaquoddy Indians hunted porpoise,
bay,

in the

The oil obtained from the fish was used to some extent.

Two Indians went together in a canoe,
to shoot the porpoise.

one to paddle, the ot er

When a shot had been made, they paddled

up to the fish, and dragged it aboard the canoe.

Several were

caught in a day, and at the close of the day, fires were built
up on the beach, kettles hung over them, in which the blubber
from the fish was tried out.

/<j>tt

Pure oil brought

90 cents per gallon, and adulterated oil 35 cents.

An Indian

could get between 150 or 200 porpoise a season, and they averaged
3 gallons of oil to the fish.

Oil from the blubber gives a good

light and for a long time was used in lighthouses along the coast.
Oil from the head and jaw of the porpoise, was used by watchmakers
in their delicate mechanisms.

For sometime the flesh of the

fish was considered a delicacy, being not unlike fresh pork, but
today it is not used as food.
Porpoise Shooting, by 0. 0. hard,
in Scribner's ..1agasine.

PROPERTY
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RELIGION

RESERVATIONS

SCHOOLS

SHORE RENTS uhapter 267
An act providing for division of rents of island shores to the
Penohscot Indians, and for other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Legislature assembled,
Sect, 1.

as follows:

Specific appropriations for the benefit of the Indians

of the Penobscot Tribe, for support of schools, salaries of governor, and
lieutenant governor, and priest, shall be paid by and under the directions
of the governor and council, from rents accruing to the state under the
provisions of chapter nine, section twenty,

of the revised statutes,

and received into the treasury during the year, such appropriations are
made;

and the balance of the anuual aggregate of such rents for such

year shall be divided among the members of said tribe, per capita.
the last day of December annyally,

On

the treasurer shall transmit to the

agent of said tribe a copy of his account of rents received and
appropriations paid as aforesaid, and during the month of January the
governor is authorized to draw his warrant on the treasury in favor of
said agent for said balance.

The agent shall, on and after the first

day of February, under the direction of the governor and council,

on

demand, pay in money to each adult member of said tribe, and to the
father or mother, or other person having the care or custody of a minor
child, their several proportions of said fund, according to the census
as last taken and returned to him.

All sums not called for during the

year shall revert to the use of said tribe, and be added to the aggregate
to be divided the following year.
Beet, 2.

Non-payment of rents upon leases made under the chapter

and section mentioned in the first section of this act, for the period of
thirty days after the same by the terms of the lease become due,

shall

continued

SHORE RENTS

constitute &n absolute termination of the estate the lessee or his
assigns have in the leased premises;
to time, notify the agent of such

and the treasurer shall, from time

forfeiture, who shall immediately

take possession of the premises described in said lease, and without
notice evict the tenant and again lease said premises in the manner
authorized by section one, chapter two hundred and forty eight,
act of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine.

special

rhe lessee of such forfeited

lease shall remain liable to the state upon his covenants therein,
notwithstanding the provisions of this section;

but in an action

brought thereon the court on trial or default may enter up judgment
for such sum as they deem equitable.
Approved February 11, 1873

Statement of fact:

The shore rentals are collected annually by the

agent of the tribe and paid out under the direction of the State.

This

resolve carries no extra appropriation, but only authorizes the Indians
to use ten percent of the amount of the shore rentals allowed to them
each year for municipal purposes.

They cannot so use it unless they

have special authority.
senate 234

67

Legislature

iviar. 14, 1895

LD.

SNOWSHOE A slight frame of wood, three or four feet long and one
third as wide, strung like a tennis racket, with a. support or
holder for the foot,, made and worn by the Indians,
through the snow, during: the winter months.

in travel

The snowshoes

in Maine were of a superior grade, due perhaps the the good
material on hand, with which to make them.

The frame is

made of white ash, white maple or rock maple, and toe wees were
woven both firmly and closely from the best rawhide, which was
procured from caribou or winter killed deer.

Sometimes the

snowshoes were square at the toes, and sometimes round.

The

men of the tribe usually made the frame and the women put in the
webbing.

Handicrafts of the Maine Indians,

Eckstorm

Society for the benefit of the Penobscot Indians
January 20, 1826 the Governor approved an act entitled " An Act
to incorporate a Society for the benefit of the Penobscot Indians.11
Sect« 1.

Be it enacted b y the Senate and House of Representatives,

in Legislature assembled, That Stephen S. Crosby, Daniel Pike and
Jacob McGaw, be, and they, together with their associates and successors,
hereby are constituted a body politic and corporate, by the name of
"The Society for the benefit of the Penobscot Indians;"
to prosecute and defend suits at lav;;
change the same;

with power

to have a common seal, and to

to make by-laws for the convenient management of their

affairs, not repugnant to the laws of the State;

to choose such of

ficers as they may deem proper for carrying into effect the objects
of their association;

to take and hold any property, real or personal,

by gift, grant, devise, lease or otherwise, the annual income of which
shall not exceed the sum of two 'thousand dollars;

to receive all

property or monies which may heretofore have been given or subscribed
for the uses and objects of said society;

and to give, grant, bargain

sell, or lease the same, in such way or manner as may best promote the
objects of said society:

And all deeds or conveyances thereof,

signed

by the Treasurer of said society, and under the seal of said corporation,
and duly executed and acknowledged by direction of the Trustees of
said Society, shall he good and valid in law.
Sect. 2«

Be it further enacted, That the first meeting of said

society shall be holden at such number,

shall direct;

he giving

reasonable notice thereof to the other associates,
sect. 3

Be it further enacted, That the powers granted by this

Act, may be enlarged, restricted or annulled, at the pleasure of the
Legislature,
On this same subject is a uesolve for the benefit of the Penobscot.

Society for the benefit of the Penobscot Indians

continued

mdians •

RESOLVED,

That the Agents for the Penobscot Indians be, and they hereby

are authorized, empowered and instructed,
term of ten years,
Indians,

to lease for and during the

to the Society, for the benefit of the Penobscot

said society first obtaining the consent of said Indians,

such tract of land, as may be considered necessary or convenient, for
carrying into effect the benevolent designs of said society,- for im
proving the condition of said Indians:

Provided however,

That such

tract, shall not contain more than one hundred acres, and that such land
shall be used by said society,

for the sole purpose of prosecuting their

plans of improvement among said Indians.
Approved by the Governor,

February 13, 1826

v Further information about this, yet to be unearthed.

DS)

TOLLS

TREATIES
Treaty with the Passamaquoddy Tribe of Indians
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
September 29, 1794

To all People to whom this present Agreement shall be made
known*
WE, ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, JOHN ALLAN, and GEORGE STILLMAN,
Esquires, a Committee

appointed and authorized by the General

Court of Massachusetts,

to treat with and assign certain Lands

to the Passamaquoddy Indians, and others connected with them,
agreeable to a Resolve of said General Court, of the 26th of
June,

in the year of our Lord, 1794,

the subscribing Chiefs and others,

mze of the

one part, and

for themselves, and in be

half of the said Passamaquoddy tribe, and others connected with
them,

of the other part, WITNESSETH -

That the said Committee,

in behalf of the Commonwealth aforesaid, and in consideration of
the said Indians relinquishing all their right, title, interest,
claim or demand of any land or lands, lying and being within said
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and also engaging to be peaceable
and quiet inliabitants of said

Commonwealth, af €>reea4d

without

molesting any other of the settlers of the Commonwealth aforesaid,
in any way or means

whatever:

Committee aforesaid, and

In consideration of all which, the

for and in behalf of the Commonwealth

aforesaid, do hereby assign and set off to the aforesaid Indians,
the following tracts or parcels of Land, lying and being within
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, viz.- All those Islands
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lying and being in Schoodic-river, between the Palls, at the
head of the tide, and the Falls below the forks of said ri
ver, where the North Branch and West Branch parts, being
fifteen in number, containing one hundred acres, more or
less -

also Township No, 2 ,

Mr, Samuel Titcomb,

in the 1st range,

surveyed by

in the year of our Lord, 1794, containing

about 23,000 acres, more or less, being bounded as follows:
Easterly by Tomer1s-river, and Township No, 1, first range;
northerly by Township, No, 2, second Range;
Township No.3, first Range;
Schoodic-river and Lake;
said Township,

westerly, by

southerly by the west branch of

also Lues Island, lying in front of

containing ten acres, more or less, together

with one hundred acres of Land, lying on Nemcass-point,
adjoining the west side of said Township;

also Pine-Island,

lying to the westward of said Nemcass-point,
hundred and fifty acres more or less;

containing one

also assign and set

off to John Baptiste Lacot.e, a French Gentleman, now settled
among the said Indians, one hundred acres of Land, as a set
tler in Township, No. 1, first range,

lying; at the Falls, at

the Carrying place, on the north branch of Schoodic-river,

to

be inti tied to have said Land laid out to him in the same man
ner as settlers in new Townships are intitled;

also assign

to the said Indians the privilege of fishing on both branches
of the river Schoodic, without hindrance or molestation;

and

the privilege of passing the said river, over the different
carrying places, thereon;

all which Islands,

Townships,

Tracts or parcels of Land and privileges, being marked with
cross thus

X,

on the plan taken by Mr. Samuel Titcomb, with
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the reservation of all pine trees, fit for masts, on said tracts
of Land,

to Government, they making said Indians, a reasonable

compensation therefor;

also assign and set off to the said

Indians, ten acres of Land, more or less, at Pleasant-point,
purchased by said Committee, in behalf of said Commonwealth,
of John Frost, being bounded as follows, viz:
stake,

to the eastward of the Dwelling-house,

Beginning at a
end running

north, twenty-five degrees, west, fifty four rods;

from thence

running north, fifty-six degrees, east, thirty-eight rods, to
the Bay;

from, thence by the shore to the first bounds -

also

a privilege of sitting down at the Carrying-place at west
Passamaquoddy, between the Bay of West-Quoddy, and the Bay of
Fundy,

to contain fifty acres;

the said Islands, Tracts of Land

and Privileges to be confirmed by the Commonwealth of Kassachusett
to the said Indians and their Heirs forever.
IN testimony of all which, we the said
ALLAN

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, JOHN

and GEORGE STILLMAN, the Committee a.foresaid, and in

behalf of the Commonwealth, aforesaid, and the Chiefs and
other Indians aforesaid, in behalf of themselves, and those
connected with them, as aforesaid, have hereunto set our
Hands and Seals, at Passamaquoddy, the S9th day of Septem
ber,

in the Year of our Lord,

and Ninety-four.

one Thousand seven Hundred

TREATIES,
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Signed and Sealed

ALEX CAMPBEL,

in presence of

J. ALLAN,

Samuel Titcomb,

GEORGE STILLMAN.

JEno: Frost,Jun.

FRANCIS JOSEPH

his
x
NEPTUNE
mark

( L.S)

his
JOHN

HIER

x
mark

NEPTUNE

his
x NEPTUNE
mark

( L.S)

( L.S)

JOSEPH

his
x
NEPTUNE
mark

(L.S)

PIER

his
x
DENNY
mark

( L.S)

JONALE

JOSEPH

his
x
DENNY
mark

( L.S)

his
x
TOMAS
mark

( L.S)

Be it therefore Resolved, That the said Agreement he, and
it (is\hereby) ratified and confirmed on the part of this
Commonwealth;

and that there be allowed and paid out of

the Treasury of this Commonwealth to the said Committee, the
To
sum of two hundred pounds;
being the consideration paid the
above-named John Frost, for a Tract of Land on Pleasant-point,
purchased by the said Committee;

ten acres of which, more or

less, as in the before-recited Agreement,

is hereby appropriated
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for the accommodation of the said Indians;
to the said Committee,

said sum to be paid

on their depositing in the S E c r e t a r y s

Office a deed from the said John Frost, of the said tract of
Land,

on Pleasant-point, duly execiited and acknowledged.
And whereas there now remains for the disposition of

Government, ninety acres, more or less, of the above-mentioned
Lot of Land,

on Pleasant-point*

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Commonwealth be,
and he is hereby authorized and empowered to lease the said
remaining 90 acres, for one year,

or for a term of years, in

such manner and on such considerations as he may judge will be
most for the advantage of the Commonwealth*

Treaty with the Penobscot Tribe
of Indians, by the State of Maine*
Aug

IV. 1820

This writing, indented and made this seventeenth day of
August^ in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred
and twenty, by and between Lothrop Lewis of Gorham in the
county of Cumberland and state of Maine, a s quire, commissioner,
appointed by William King, Esquire, governor of said state, by and
with advice and consent of the council, in conformity to a Resolve of the Legislature of said State passed the twentieth day
of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty, to treat with the Penobscot tribe of Indians in said
State, upon the subject expressed in said Kesolve,
part;

on the one

and the said Penobscot tribe of Indians, by the undersigned

TREATIES,
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Chiefs, Captains amd men of said tribe, representing the whole
thereof on the o :her part;

WITNESSETH;

That, the said Penob

scot tribe of Indians, in consideration of the covenants and
agreements, hereinafter mentioned,
missioner,

in behalf of said State,

fulfilled, do hereby grant,

on the part of said Com
to be performed, kept and

sell, convey, release and quit

claim, to said State, all their,

the said tribe's right, title,

interest and estate, in and to all the lands and posessions,
granted, sold and conveyed by us, ‘
too the Commonwealth of Mass
achusetts, by our writing of indenture, made with said Common
wealth by their Commissioners,

the honorable Edward H. Robbins,

Daniel Davis and Mark L. Hill, esquires, June the twenty-ninth,
in the year of our Lord one tho sand eight hundred and eighteen,
so. ing and excepting,
and e;xpressed.
place,

the reservations, in said indenture made

Meaning and intending hereby, to substitute and

of the said commonwealth of Massachusetts,

to all intents

and purposes whatsoever, as it regards said indenture last men
tioned, with the said tribe of Indians, so that all and singular,
the lands, rights, immunities or privileges, whatsoever, which so.
commonwealth of Massachusetts did, might, or could hold, possess,
exercise and enjoy, under or by virtue of said indenture, or
treaty, or by any other indenture,
ever, shall be held, possessed,

treaty or agreement whatso

exercised and enjoyed in as full

and ample a manner by said State of Maine,
And the undersigned commissioner, on his part, in behalf
of said State of Maine,

in consideration of the premises, and

of the foregoing covenants and engagements of said tribe, does
hereby covenant with said tribe, that they shall have and enjoy,
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all the reservations made to them, by virtue of said treaty
of the twenty-ninth of June, eighteen hundred and eighteen.
And the undersigned Commissioner,

in behalf of said State of

Maine, does hereby further covenant and agree with said tribe
that, as soon as the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

shall

have made and fulfilled the stipulations on her part to be
done and performed, under and by virtue of the fifth article
of an act,

" relating to the sepapation of the distrii ct of

Maine from Massachusetts Proper, and forming the same into a
separate and independent State," passed June the nineteenth,
eighteen hundred and nineteen then the said State of Maine,

shall

and will, annually, and every year, in the month of October,

so

long as they shall remain a Nation, and reside within the said
State of Maine, deliver for the use of the said Penobscot
tribe of Indians, at Old Town, the fillowing articles;

to wit:

five hundred bushels of corn, fifteen barrels of wheat flour,
seven barrels of clear pork, one hogshead of molasses and one
hundred yards of double breadth broadcloth,

to be of red color

one year, and blue the next year, and so on alternately, fifty
good blankets, one hundred pounds of gunpowder, four hundred
pounds of shot, six boxes of chocolate,

one hundred and fifty

pounds of tobacco, and fifty dollars in silver.
It being meant and intended, to assume and perform, all
the duties and obligations of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
toward the said Indians, whether the same arise from treaties or
otherwise, and to substitute and place, the said State of Maine
&]&efe&i&nSefjE9@fe9 o£°th&lc&ft£ents and purposes whatever,

in the
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stead and place of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

so that

said tribe may have continued to them, all the payments, and
en.-j oy allt the immunities and privileges,

in as full and ample

a manner, under this indenture or treaty, as they could have
received or enjoyed, under the said treaty,

of the twenty ninth

of June, eighteen hundred and eifhteen, if this present treaty
had not been made®
Saving and excepting the two acres of land, which

\Yere

by the treaty of June twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and
eighteen, to be purchased for the use of said tribe, in the
town of Brewer, the performance df which, has been relin
quished by the said tribe to the commonwealth of Massachusetts*
Reserving however to the Government of this State, the
power and right to ratify and confirm, at pleasure,

the

doings of said Commissioner in the premises*
in witness whereof,

the parties aforesaid, have hereunto

set our hands and seals, the day and year first within
written*
Lothrop Lewis
( Seal)
his
John x Etien, Governor
( Seal)
mark
his
John x Neptune, L t . Gov,(Seal)
mark
his
Captain Francis
x Lolor
( Seal)
mark
his
Captain Etien x Mitchell
( Seal)
mark
hi s
Sock x Joseph Captain
mark
( Seal)
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his
( Seal)
x Marie Captain
mark
his
( Seal)
Suasin x Neptune
CaiDt«
mark
hi s
( Seal)
Awaroos x Mitchel
Capt.
mark
his
( Seal)
John
x Oroon
Capt.
mark
his
Joseph Marie x Neptune, Esq. ( Seal)
mark
his
Joseph x Lion
( Seal)
mark
his
Glocian x Awaroos
( Seal)
mark
his
Capt. Nicholas x Tomah
(Seal)
mark
^
his
Sab$atis x Tomah
( Seal)
mark
Piel

Signed,

sealed and delivered

in the presence of us:
Wm. D. Williamson,
William Emerson,
Joseph Treat,
Stephen L. Lewis,
Jno. Blake,
Eben. Webster
Penboscot, SS

August IV, 1820

Personally appeared Lothrop Lewis, Join Etien, John Neptune
Prances Lolor, Etien Mitchel, Piel Mitchell, Sock Joseph, Piel
Marie, Suasin Neptune, Awaroos Mitchel, John Oroon, Joseph Marie
Neptune, Joseph Lion, Glocian Awaroos, Nicholas xomah and Sabattis Tomah, subscribers to the foregoing instrument, and acknow-
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lodged the same to be their free act and deed.

Before me,
WM. D. WILLIAMSON, Justice of the Peace,

Treaty with the Penobscot Tribe of Indians
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
June 29, 1818

This writing indented and made this twenty ninth day of
June, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, between Edw.
H. Robbins, Daniel Davis and Mark Langdon Hill, Esqs., com
missioners aopointed by his excellency John Brooks, governor
of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, by and with the advice of
council in conformity to a resolve of the legislature of said
commonwealth, passed the thirteenth day of February, A, D,
one thousand eight hundred and eifhteen, to treat with the
Penobscot tribe of Indians upon the subject expressed in said
resolve,

on the one part;

and the said Penobscot tribe of

Indians, by the undersigned chiefs,

captains and men of said

tribe, representing the whole thereof,

on the other part,

Witnesseth, That the said Penobscot tribe of Indians, in considera ion of the payments by them now received of said commis
sioners,

amounting to four hundred dollars, and of the payments

hereby secured and engaged to be made to them by said common
wealth, do hereby grant, sell, convey, release and quitclaim,
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to the commonwealth of Massachusetts,

all their, the said tribes,

right, title, interest and estate, in and to all the lands they
claim,

occupy and possess by any means whatever on both sides of

the Penobscot river, and the branches thereof, above the tract
of thirty miles In length on both sides of said river, which
said tribe conveyed and released to said commonwealth by their deed
of the eighth of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninetysix, excepting and reserving from this sale and conveyance, for
the perpetual use of said tribe of Indians, four townships of
land of six miles square each, in the following places, viz:
The first beginning on the east bank of the Penobscot
river, opposite the five islands, so called, and running up
said river according to its course, and crossing the mouth of
the Mattawarnkeag river, an extent of six miles from the place
of beginning, and extending back from said river six miles,
and to be laid out in conformity to a general plan or arrange
ment which shall be made in the survey of the adjoining town
ships on the river - one other of said townships lies on the
opposite or western shore of said river, and is to begin as
nearly opnosite to the place of beginning of the first des
cribed township as can be, having regard to the general plan of
the townships that may be laid out on the western side of said
Penobscot fiver,

and running up said river according to its

course, six miles, and extending back from said river six
miles.

Two other of said townships are to begin at the foot of

an island, in west branch of Penobscot river in Nolacemeac lake,
and extending on both sides of ¿fLjL

said lake, bounding on the
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ninth range of townships,
which tv/o townships,

surveyed by Samuel Weston, Esq.,

shall contain six miles square each, to

be laid out so as to correspond in courses with the townships
which now are,

or hereafter may be surveyed on the public

lands of the state.
discharge said

And the said tribe d.o also release and

commonwealth from all demands and claims of

any kind and description, in consequence of said tribe's in
denture and agreement made with said commonwealth, on the
eighth day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninetysix, by their commissioners, William Sheppard, Nathan Dane,
and Daniel Davis, Esquires;

and we the undersigned,

missioners on our part in behalf of said commonwealth,

com
in

consideration of the above covenants, and release of the said
Penobscot tribe, do covenant with said Penobscot tribe of
Indians, that they shall have, enjoy and improve all the
four excepted townships described as aforesaid, and all the
islands in the Penobscot river above Oldtown and including
said Oldtown island.

And the commissioners will purchase

for their use as aforesaid, two acres of land In the town
of Brewer, adjoining Penobs7cot river, convenient for their
occupation,

and provide them with a discreet man of good

moral character and industrious habits, to instruct them in
the arts of husbandry,
their grounds,

and assist them in fencing and tilling

and raising such articles of production as

their lands are suited for, and as will be most beneficial for
/

them, and will erect a store on the island of Oldtown, or
contiguous thereto, in which to deposit their yearly supplies,
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and will now make some necessary repairs on their church, and
pay and deliver to said Indians for their absolute use, within
ninety days from this date, at said island of Oldtown, the
following articles viz:
fifty knives,

one six pound cannon, one swivel,

six brass kettles,

two hundred yards of calico,

two drums, four fifes, one box pipes, three hundred yards of
ribbon, and that annually,and every year, so long as they
shall remain a nation, and reside within the commonwealth of
Massachusetts,

said commonwealth will deliver for the use of

said Penobscot tribe of Indians at Oldtown aforesaid,
month of October, the following articles viz:

in the

five hundred

bushels of corn, fifteen barrels of wheat flour, seven barrels
of clear pork, one hogshead of molasses, and one hundred yards
of double breadth broadcloth, to be of red color one year, and
blue the next year, and so on alternately,
one hundred pounds of gunpowder,
six boxes of chocolate,

fifty good blankets,

four hundred pounds of shot,

one hundred and fifty pounds of tobacco,

and fifty dollars in silver.

The delivery of the articles last

aforesaid to commence in October next, and to be divided and
distributed at four different times in each year among said
tribe, in such manner as that their wants shall be most es
sentially supplied, and their business most effectually support
ed.

And it is further agreed by and on the part of said tribe,

that the said commonwealth shall have a right at all times here
after to make and keep open ail necessary roads, through any
lands hereby reserved for the future use of said tribe.

And

that the citizens of said commonwealth shall have a right to
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pass and repass any of the rivers,

streams,

and ponds, which

run through any of the lands hereby reserved,

for the purpose

of transporting their timber and other articles through the
same *
in witness whereof, the parties aforesaid have hereunto
set our hands and seal
E d w ’d H. Robbins.

(Seal)

Dan'l Davis

(S e a l )

Mark Langdon Hill

(Seal)

his
x Etien, Governor
mark
his
John x Neptune, Lt. Governor
mark
his
Francis x Lolor
mark
Nicholas x Neptune
mark
his
Sock x Joseph,
Captain
mark
his
John x Nicholas, Captain
mark
his
Etien x Mitchell,
Captain
mark
his
P i e 1 x Mar i e
mark
his
Piel x Periut,
Colo,
mark
John

Piel

x sTomah
mark

Signed,

sealed and delivered

in the presence of usi
Lothrop Lewis

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)
(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)
(Seal)
(Seal)

(Seal)
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Jno. Blake,
Joseph Lee,
Eben'r Webster,
Joseph Whipple.
Penobscot, SS June 30th, 1818.
Personally appeared the
aforenamed Edward H. Robbins, Daniel Davis, and Mark Langdon
Hill, Esquires, and John Etien, John Neptune, Francis Lolor,
Nicholas

Neptune, Sock Joseph, John Nicholas, Etien Mitchell

Piel Marie, Piel Periut, and Piel Tomah, subscribers to the
foregoing instrument,

and severally acknowledged the same to

be their free act and deed.
Before me,
WILLIAM D WILLIAMSON,

Penobscot, SS

Justine of the Peace.

Received July 1st, 1818,

and recorded in

book No. 4, page 195, and examined by
JOHN WILKINS,

Register.

Copy examined,
A. BRADFORD,

Secretary

of commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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TREATY MADE WITH THE PENOBSCOT TRIBE OF INDIANS
AUGUST 17, 1820
WHEREAS, The State of Maine by her commissioner, Lothrop
Lewis, Esq., has engaged to assume and perform all the duties and
obligations of the commonwealth of Massachusetts towards us and
our said tribe, whether the same arise from any writing of inden
ture, treaty or otherwise at present existing;

and WHEREAS said

state of Maine has obtained our consent and that of our said tribe
to said assumption and arrangement —

now know all people to whom

these presents shall come, that we whose hands and seals are here
unto affixed, for and in behalf of ourselves and the Penobscot tribe
of Indians,

so called, to which we belong and which we represent,

in consideration of the premises, do hereby release to said common
wealth of Massachusetts all claims and stipulations of what name or
nature soever, which we or all or any of us or our said tribe have
on or against said commonwealth, arising under any writing of in
denture, treaty, or otherwise, existing between said commonwealth
of Massachusetts and said Penobscot tribe of Indians.
In witness whereof, we the undersigned chiefs, captains and.
men of said tribe, representing the whole thereof, have hereunto set
our ha,nds and. seals this seventeenth day of August, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty.
his
x
Etien
mark
his
L t . Gov. John x Neptune
mark
Gov.

John

(L.S.)
.

(L.S.)

C

Francis

x Lolon

Oaptain (L.l
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his
x Mitchell, Oapt
mark

(l .s . )

(L.S. )

Sock

his
x Sosep, Oapt
mark

(L.S.)

Piel

his
x Marie, Oapt*
mark

(L.S.)

Suasin

his
x Neptune, Oapt.
mark

Awasoos

his
x Mitchell, Oapt
mark

(L.S. )

(L.S.)

his
(L.S. )
x Ossou, Oapt.
mark
his
Joseph x Marie Neptune, Esq. (L.S.)
mark

John

Joseph

his
x Lion
mark

Glocian

his
x Awasoos
mark

his
Oapt. Nicholas x Toinah
mark

S abat t is

Signed,

his
x T omah
mark

sealed and delivered)

in presence of us:
William D. Williamson
Joseph Treat,
Ehenezer Sroewon

)

(L.S. )

(L.S.)

(L.S. )

(I..S.
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William Emerson
Stephen L. Lewis
John Blake
Eben Webster
Penobscot,

ss.—

August 17, 1820.

personally appeared the aforenamed

John Etien, John Neptune, Francis Lolon, Etien Mitchell, Piel Mitchell,
Sock Joseph, Peil Marie, Suassin Neptlme, Awasoos Mitchell, John Ossou,
Joseph Marie Neptune, Joseph Lion, Glocian Awasoos, Nicholas Tomah and
Sabattis Tomah,

subscribers to the foregoing instruments, and severally

acknowledged the same to be their free act and deed.
Before me,
WM. D. WILLIAMSON,

Justice Peace.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Secretary’s Office, May 19, 1823
I hereby certify that the original instrument of release from the chief
captains, and others of the Penobscot tribe of Indians, for and in be
half of themselves and of the said tribe, of which the above and fore
going is a true copy, has been this day received and filed in this
office.
ALDEH BRADFORD,
Secretary of the Commonwealth
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REPORT of Commissioners appointed to purchase the lands
belonging to the Penobscot tribe of Indians.
1833

To the Governor and Council of the State of Maine,
June session, A.D.

1833

We the undersigned commissioners appointed on the part of
the State of Maine, to treat with the Penobscot tribe of Indians
for the purchase of such lands belonging to said tribe as they are
disposed to sell to said State, have attended to the duties of said
appointment and report, that they have succeeded in purchasing the
four townships

belonging to said Indians, being north of the mouth

of the Piscataquis river, as will appear by the deed of the same
signed by the governor and chiefs of said tribe, and executed ac
cording to their usages, and herewith submitted for your consider
ation.

In discharge of the duties devolving on us in this negotia

tion, we were aware of the difficulties always attendant on sub
jects of this chs.r8.cter, and especially at this time, disunited as
they ha.ve long been by factions and party animosity;

but we are

happy to say that they received the proposition made by us, cor
dially, convened their council and chiefs, consisting of members
of both parties, and after

frequent public deliberations for

several weeks, and frequent interviews with us by delegates ap
pointed by their convention, and receiving from us full explanation
of the subject, we were notified by them to attend their convention
where, after having read the deed of conveyance, by their request,
their signatures were then prefixed in presence of the witnesses
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All which is submitted.

A. M. ROBERTS

)

THOMAS BARTLETT

)

Commissioners

BOLD given by the commissioners to the Penobscot tribe
of Indians,

June, 1833

WHEREAS, We, Amos M. Roberts, of Bangor, and Thomas Bartlett
of Orono,

in the county of Penobscot, Esquires, commissioners

appointed by the governor of Maine, to pure ase for said State
such of the lands of the Penobscot tribe of Indians as they might
be disposed to sell, having met the governor and principal men of
said tribe in the council chamber of said tribe on the 10th day of
June, A.D. 1833, for the purpose of purchaseing the lands afore
said, and having discussed the subject of the meeting in open
council and there obtained the consent of said tribe to sell their
four townships of land to said State, and WHEREAS, the governor
and lieutenant governor, by his attorney, by him appointed for
that purpose, the councillors and captains of said tribe, then and
there executed to said state, under their hands and seals, a deed
of said four townships, covenanting for themselves and in behalf
of said tribe to warrant and defend the same to the state against
the claims of said tribe*
aforesaid,

Now therefore, we the commissioners

in consideration of the premises have and do hereby
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covenant with said tribe of Indians,
Maine,

in behalf of the state of

to pay to said tribe the sum of fifty thousand dollars,

in the manner following, to wit:

said sum of fifty thousand

dollars shall be deposited in the states treasury, and the in
terest, reckoning from the date hereof, shall annually be paid
under the direction of the governor and council of said state,
through the Indian agent for the benefit of said tribe:

provided

it should in their opinion be required for the comfortable sup
port of said tribe, and if at any time, at the annual settlement
a.ny part of said interest should remain in the treasury, unex
pended,

it shall be added to the principal of fifty thousand

dollars and become a part thereof, and said sum of fifty thousand
dollars, together with such increase as it may from year to year
receive, and shall forever remain in the treasury an accumulating
fund, for the benefit of said tribe.
In witness whereof, we the said commissioners, have hereunto
set our hands and seals this 10th day of June A.D. 1833
Signed,

sealed and delivered

in presence of
(L.S.)
(L.S)
We hereby certify that the above obligation,

is a true copy of the

one we gave to the Indians.
AM .

ROBERTS

)

THOMAS BARTLETT )
Bangor, January

1834

Commissioners.
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RESOLVE on the report of Alexander Campbell and others,
a committee

in behalf of this commonwealth, to negotiate and

settle any misunderstanding or difference with the passamaquoddy
Indians and those of the other tribes connected with them.
Feb. 10th, 1895

WHEREAS, by a resolve of the general court passed on the 26th
day of June last, Alexander Campbell, John Allan and George Still
man were appointed a committee, in behalf of this commonwealth,
to negotiate and settle any misunderstanding, dispute or difference
which may subsist between this commonwealth and the Passamaquoddy
Indians and those of other tribes connected with them, with full
power and authority to lay out and assign to the sa.id Indians, any
tract of unlocated land belonging to this commonwealth,

in the

county of Washington, not exceeding ten thousand acres, and also
to purchase any particular spot of ground or tract of land for
the use and convenience of said Indians, provided, however, that
such

purchase shall not exceed the sum of five hundred pounds.
AND TiHEREAS, the said committee have exhibited to the general

court, in their present session, an agreement made and signed on
the 29th day of September last, by and between them in behalf of
this commonwealth, and the chiefs of the Passamaquoddy tribe of
Indians and others connected with them, which agreement is in the
words following, to wit;
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To all people to whom this present agreement shall be made
known, we Alexander Campbell, John Allan and George Stillman,
Esquires, a committee appointed and authorized by the general c
court of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, to treat with and
assign certain lands to the Passamaquoddy Indians and others
connected with them, agreeable to a resolve of said general
court, on the twenty-sixth of June, in the year of our Lord,
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, of the one part,
and the subscribing chiefs and others for themselves, and in
behalf of said Passamaquoddy tribe and others connected with
them, of the other part; witnesseth, that the said committee,
in behalf of the commonwealth aforesaid, and in consideration
of the said Indians relinquishing all their right, title,

in

terest, claim or demand, on any land or lands lying and being
within the said commonwealth of Massachusetts; and also engag
ing to be peaceable and quiet inhabitants of said commonwealth,
without molesting any other of the settlers of the common
wealth aforesaid in any way or means whatever;

in consideration

of all which, the committee aforesaid for and in behalf of the
commonwealth aforesaid, do hereby assign and set off to the
aforesaid Indians, the following tract or parcel of land lying
and being within the commonwealth of Massachusetts, viz:

all

those islands lying and being in Schoodic river between the
falls at the head of the tide, and the falls below the forks
of said river where the north branch and west branch parts;
being fifteen in number, containing one hundred acres more or
less;

also township Ho* 2

in the first range surveyed by
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Samuel Titcomb, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven

hundred and ninety four, containing about twenty three thousand
acres more or less; being bounded as follows, easterly by Tomer*s
river and township No. one, first range;
Ho. two second range;

northerly by township

westerly by township Ho. three first range;

southerly by the west branch of Schoodic river and lake;

and also

Lire*s island lying in front of said township, contiaining ten
acres more or less;

together with one hundred acres of land lying

on Nemcass point adjoining the west side of said township;

also

Pine island lying; to the westT/ard of said. Nemcass point, contain
ing one hundred and fifty acres more or less;

also assign and set

off to John Baptist Lacote, a French gentleman, now settled among
the said Indians, one hundred acres of land, as a settler in
township No. one first range, lying at the falls at the carrying
place on the north branch of Schoodic river, to be entitled to
have said land laid out to him in the same manner as settlers in
new townships are entitled;

also assign to the said Indians the

privilege of fishing on both branches of the river Schoodic
without hindrance or molestation and the privilege of passing the
said river over the different carrying places thereon;

all which

islands, townships, tracts or parcels of land and privileges be
ing marked with a cross, thus

x

,

on the plan taken by Mr.

Samuel Titcomb, with the reservation of all pine trees fit for
masts on said tract of land to government;
Indians a reasonable compensation therefor;

they making said
also assign and

set off to said Indians ten acres of land more or less, at Pleasant

TREATIES -

26

continued

Point, purchased by said committee in behalf of said common
wealth, of John Frost, being bounded as follows, viz:

be

ginning at a stake to eastward of the dwelling house, and
running north twenty five degrees west fifty four rods;
from thence running north fifty six degrees east thirty eight
rods to the bay;

from thence by the shore to the first bound;

also a privilege of setting down at the carrying place at west
Quoddy between the bay of west Quoday and the bay of Fundy, to
contain fifty acres.

The said islands, tracts of land and

privileges to be confirmed by the commonwealth of Massachusetts
to the said Indians and their heirs forever.

In testimony of

all which, we, the said Alexander Campbell, John Allan and
George Stillman, the committee aforesaid, and in

behalf of

the commonwealth aforesaid, and the chiefs and other Indians
aforesaid,

in behalf of themselves and those connected with

them as aforesaid, have hereunto set our hands and seals at
Passamaquoddy, the twenty ninth day of September, in the year
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety four.
Alex. Campbell

( Seal)

J . A l lan

(Seal)

George StiIlmen

( Seal)

Francis Joseph

John

Piex

his;
x Heptune
mark

his
x Keptune
mark

x

Heptune

(Seal)

( Seal)

( Seal)
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Joseph

Pier

his
x Heptune
mark

his
x Denny
mark

( Seal)

( Seal)

Jonale

his
x Denny
mark

( Seal)

Joseph

his
x Tomas
mark

( Seal)

Signed, and sealed in presence of:

Samuel Titcomb
Jno. Frost, Jun'r.

Be it therefore, RESOLVED, That the said agreement be and it
is hereby ratified and confirmed, on the part of the commonwealth,
and that there be allowed and paid out of the treasury of this
commonwealth, to the said committee, the sum of two hundred pounds,
being the consideration paid to the above named John Frost, for a
tract of land on Pleasant point, purchased by the said committee,
ten acres of which more or less, as in the before recited agreement,
is hereby appropriated for the accommodation of the said Indians,
said sum to be paid to the said committee, on their depositing in
the secreatary's office a deed from the said John Frost, of the
said tract of land on Pleasant Point, duly executed and acknowledged
and, WHEREAS, there now remains for the disposition of government,
ninety acres more or less of the above mentioned lot of land, on
Pleasant point,
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^ESOLVED, That the treasurer of this commonwealth be and
he is hereby authorized and empowered, to lease the said remaining
ninety acres for one year or for term of years,

in such manner and

on such considerations, as he may judge will be most for the advan
tage of the commonwealth
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STATE OF MAINE
In Council, March 10, 1853

The Standing Committee on Indian Affairs,

to which was re

ferred a Treaty of Peace made among the Passamaquoddy Indians the
twenty-eighth day of February, eighteen hundred and fifty-two,
together with the communications of Seth W* Smith and Peter Avery,
appointed to have the difficulties settled among the Passamaquoddy
tribe of Indians, have considered the premises, and
REPORT:
That, believing the peace, harmony and well being of said
Indians will be promoted thereby, do advise the same be approved;
and,

agreeable to the request of the Indian Agent, your committee

recommend that the Secretary of State cause one hundred and fifty
copies of said treaty, with this report, to be printed and sent to
Peter Avery,

Indian Agent, to be distributed to the chief men of

send tribe who signed the treaty.
Which is respectfully submitted,
ROB IKS OH PALLIER,

Chairman.

In Council, March 10, 1853

Read and accepted by the Council, and by the Governor approved.
Attest:

John G. Sawyer, Sec. of State.

TREATY OF PEACE
Made among the Passamaquoddy Indians, this twenty-eighth day of
ebruary, A.D. eighteen hundred and fifty two.
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Witnesseth:
We, the undersigned, whose names are hereunto affixed, ac
cording to the solemn vows we have made, in our council and be
fore our God, do hereby agree, that from this day, henceforth and
forever, we will live in peace and harmony, as brother of one
family, and never again allow the seed of discord to be sown among

us.
We hereby bind ourselves, before the Great Spirit and Governor
of the World, and before the Holy Gross, to which we this day have
knelt,to keep sacred our promises, hereinafter mentioned, and as
long as life shall last, to continue an affectionate, and united
band.
In consideration of these things, we therefore agree to the
following conditions of treaty:
1st.

The present governor, John Francis,

is to remain in

office at Pleasant Point, for the remainder of his life.
2nd.

There shall also be another governor, and lieutenant

governor, chosen on the Indian Township, this coming summer, by a
majority of votes of the tribe.
3rd

There shall also be chosen a lieutenant governor, to

act with John Francis, at Pleasant Point.
4th.

Upon the death of John Francis, a vote of the whole

tribe shall be taken and the majority shall decide, whether to
elect another governor at Pleasant Point, or be content with the
one living on the township.
5th.

The governor and lieutenant governor on the township

shall be chosen every four years.
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The tribe shall be called together annually, by the

Indian Agent,

( after three weeks notice,) and shall meet on the

Indian Township, at peter Dennis Point so called, and shall there
give in their votes to said agent for one representative from
their number, to attend the State Legislature, and the man having
the majority of votes, shall be declared elected, and shall be
furnished by said agent with credentials to that effecit.
7th.

Ho rnan can be allowed to vote until he is twenty-one

years of age.
How, therefore, we call upon our Great Father to witness our
doings this day, and strengthen our resolutions of everlasting
peace.

Peter Dennis Point
Indian Township, Feb. 28, 1852
I hereby certify, that I was present at the above meeting, and
witnessed the agreement, and the following signatures.

Those

who were not there to sign, gave in their names, and marks,
through their governor.
of the original document,

I also certify that this is a true copy
signed at Peter Dennis Point this day.
SETH
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TRIBE

A body of Indians bound together by ties of consanguinity and
affinity and by esoteric ideas or concepts derived from their
philosophy of the environing cosmos, and who by means of these
kinship ties are thus socially, politically and religiously or
ganized through a variety of ritualistic governmental, and other
institutions, a n d who dwell together occupying a certain definite
territorial area, and who speak a common language.

Bu of Am. Ethnol

TRUST RUND

/
V OTES

and Voting

Qualification of Voters

R.S. 1930

G 6

sec. 2

Every citizen who had the right to vote on the fourth day of
January, eighteen hundred and ninety-three, together with those
wl o we 3 e sixty years of age and upwards on said day, and every
citizen, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship, and
Indians not taxed, who, not being prevented by physical disabili
ty from so doing,

is able to read the constitution of the state

in the English language in such manner as to show that he is
neither prompted nor reciting from memory, and to write his name,
and who is twenty-one years of age or upwards, and shall have his
residence established in this state for the term of three months
next preceding any national,

state, city,

or town election shall

have the right to vote at every such election in the city,
plantation where his residence is so established;

town or

and such right

to vote at national and state elections in such city, town or
plantation

shall continue for a period of three months after his

removal therefrom,
said period;

if he continues to reside in this state during

provided, however, that his name has been properly

entered upon the voting list of such city, town,

Exemptions.

R.S.

1930

cl3

or plantation.

sec 6

The following property and polls are exempt from taxation;

viii

The polls and estates of Indians;

..„..

and the polls of

persons under guardianship, or blind.

RIGHT OF INDIANS TO VOTE.
" Our constitution seems to contemplate, that, under certain

VOTES AND VOTING

cont inue d

2

circumstances,-"- they may become voters at our elections.
excludes such from boting, as are not taxed;

It only

thereby implying,

if taxed, that they may be voters."

In Opinion of the Court as drawn up by
C. J. Whitman p 53V Murch V Tomer
21 Me 537

45- Indi ans

[

Compiled in Feb. by Margaret Snow, for Mr. MCDonald.
complete.
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